
Leviticus 11:7
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be

clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to

you. 

Analysis

And the swine,  though he divide  the hoof,  and be clovenfooted,  yet  he

cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to you.

This verse falls within the section on Clean and Unclean Animals. Dietary laws

distinguishing clean from unclean animals, teaching Israel holiness and separation

from pagan practices.

Ritual purity laws taught Israel to distinguish between clean and unclean, holy and

common, training them in discernment and reverence for God's presence. 

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

Dietary laws distinguishing clean from unclean animals, teaching Israel holiness

and  separation  from  pagan  practices.  Chapters  11-15  address  ritual  purity,

teaching  Israel  to  distinguish  clean  from  unclean.  These  laws  served  multiple

purposes: promoting health, teaching spiritual lessons about sin's defilement, and

separating Israel from pagan practices. Archaeological evidence shows Canaanite

worship involved practices Israel's laws explicitly prohibited. Israel received these

laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws prepared them

for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite practices and
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establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The portable tabernacle, central to

Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through  wilderness  wanderings  and

eventually  found permanent  form in  Solomon's  temple.  Ancient  sacrificial  texts

from cultures surrounding Israel demonstrate the widespread practice of animal

sacrifice, but Israel's system uniquely emphasized moral atonement over magical

efficacy.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

How can you develop greater spiritual discernment in distinguishing what

honors God from what defiles?

How does this verse help you understand both God's justice and His mercy in

salvation?

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

Interlinear Text

ואְֶת
H853

ֽחֲזיִר הַ
And the swine

H2386

כיִּֽ
H3588

יס מַפרְִ
though he divide

H6536

ה פּרַסְָ
the hoof

H6541

ואּ ה
H1931

ע ושְֹׁסַ
and be clovenfooted

H8156

סַע שֶׁ
H8157

ה פּרַסְָ
the hoof

H6541

ואּ והְ
H1931

ה גרֵָּ
not the cud

H1625

לֹֽא
H3808

ר ָּ יִג
yet he cheweth

H1641

א טָמֵ
he is unclean

H2931

ואּ ה
H1931

לכָםֶֽ׃
H0

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 65:4 (Parallel theme):  Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the

monuments, which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their

vessels;

Isaiah 66:3 (Parallel theme): He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that

sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he

offered swine's blood; he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an idol. Yea, they

have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations.

Isaiah  66:17 (Parallel  theme):  They  that  sanctify  themselves,  and  purify

themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and

the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.

Deuteronomy 14:8 (Parallel theme): And the swine, because it divideth the hoof,

yet cheweth not the cud, it is unclean unto you: ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor

touch their dead carcase.

Matthew 7:6 (Parallel theme): Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither

cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn

again and rend you.

Luke 15:15 (Parallel theme): And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that

country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.

Luke 8:33 (Parallel theme): Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into

the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were

choked.
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