Leviticus 10:6

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto
Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your
clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people:
but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the
burning which the LORD hath kindled.

Analysis

And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons,
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest
wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of
Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath kindled.

This verse falls within the section on Nadab and Abihu's Unauthorized Fire.
The tragic death of Aaron's sons for offering unauthorized fire demonstrates the
severity of approaching God improperly.

The Aaronic priesthood mediated between God and Israel, offering sacrifices and
maintaining the tabernacle. This prefigured Christ's superior priesthood after the
order of Melchizedek.

The New Testament reveals that Christ's sacrifice accomplishes what the Levitical
system could only symbolize—complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship
with God.



Historical Context

The tragic death of Aaron's sons for offering unauthorized fire demonstrates the
severity of approaching God improperly. Chapters 8-10 describe the priesthood's
consecration and early ministry. Aaron and his sons received special anointing for
their mediatorial role between God and Israel. The tragic account of Nadab and
Abihu (ch. 10) demonstrates that approaching God requires reverence and
obedience. Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial systems, but
Israel's sacrificial worship was unique in its ethical foundation, monotheistic
framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement. Unlike pagan
rituals focused on manipulating deities, Israel's sacrifices acknowledged God's
sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His gracious provision. The
tabernacle's design parallels ancient Near Eastern temple architecture, yet its
portable nature and absence of divine images distinguished it from pagan temples.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love

1 John 4:8 — God is love

Study Questions

1. How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of
access to God and effective intercession?

2. What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of
redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

3. In what ways does this verse challenge contemporary cultural values or your
personal attitudes?
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Additional Cross-References

Joshua 7:1 (References Lord): But the children of Israel committed a trespass in
the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah,
of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was
kindled against the children of Israel.

Joshua 22:18 (References Lord): But that ye must turn away this day from
following the LORD? and it will be, seeing ye rebel to day against the LORD, that
to morrow he will be wroth with the whole congregation of Israel.

Numbers 16:22 (Parallel theme): And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God,
the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all
the congregation?



Numbers 1:53 (Judgment): But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle
of testimony, that there be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of
Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony.

Joshua 22:20 (Judgment): Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in
the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? and that man
perished not alone in his iniquity.

Leviticus 13:45 (Parallel theme): And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes
shall be rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip,
and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.

2 Samuel 24:1 (References Lord): And again the anger of the LORD was kindled
against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and
Judah.
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