
Lamentations 4:19
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the heaven:

they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in

the wilderness. 

Analysis

Inescapable  pursuit:  "Our  persecutors  are  swifter  than  the  eagles  of  the

heaven: they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the

wilderness." The Hebrew kallu rodefenu minisharei shamayim al-harim delafunu

bamidbar  arevu lanu uses  hunting  imagery.  Kallu (ּּקַלו,  "swift,  light")  describes

speed.  Nisharei shamayim (נשִ�ְׁריֵ ש�ָמָיִם,  "eagles of heaven") represents the fastest

predator—eagles dive at speeds up to 200 mph.

"They pursued us upon the mountains" (al-harim delafunu, ְּּׁלפָונּו and "laid (עַל־הָריִם ד

wait  for  us  in  the  wilderness"  (bamidbar  arevu lanu,  ּ לנָו  ּ אָרְׁבו (במִַּּדְׁברָּ   describes

comprehensive  pursuit.  Mountains  and  wilderness  represented  typical  escape

routes, yet even there, enemies waited. Arav (ַאָרב) means to lie in ambush or set a

trap. No refuge existed—neither height (mountains) nor remoteness (wilderness)

provided safety.

Theologically, this illustrates that when God hands people over to judgment, no

escape exists. Amos 9:2-3 declares: "Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine

hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down:

and though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take them

out thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence

will  I  command  the  serpent,  and  he  shall  bite  them."  Divine  judgment  is

inescapable.
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Historical Context

This verse describes the Babylonian pursuit of fleeing Jews after Jerusalem's wall

was breached. 2 Kings 25:4-5 records: "all the men of war fled by night...and the

king went the way toward the plain. And the army of the Chaldees pursued after

the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered

from him."  The  attempted  escape  through  mountainous  terrain  failed  because

Babylonian forces were faster and better organized.

The comparison to eagles was apt—Babylonian cavalry and light infantry could

move rapidly. Jeremiah 4:13 earlier warned: "Behold, he shall come up as clouds,

and  his  chariots  shall  be  as  a  whirlwind:  his  horses  are  swifter  than  eagles."

Habakkuk 1:8 similarly described Babylonian forces: "Their horses also are swifter

than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves...their horsemen

shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat."

Archaeological  evidence  confirms Babylonian  military  effectiveness.  Their  army

combined infantry, cavalry, and siege equipment. The wilderness east of Jerusalem

toward Jericho offered no hiding places from mobile cavalry units. King Zedekiah's

capture near Jericho demonstrated this—the very escape route seemed promising

but proved fatal. God had determined judgment would be complete, so even clever

escape attempts failed. The lesson echoes Hebrews 2:3: "How shall we escape, if

we neglect so great salvation?"

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

How does pursuers 'swifter than eagles' illustrate the futility of trying to

escape God's appointed judgment?

1. 
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What does pursuit in both 'mountains' and 'wilderness' teach about the

comprehensive nature of divine judgment—no refuge exists?

In what ways does Amos 9:2-4 expand on this verse's principle that there's

nowhere to hide from God's judgment?

How should the inescapability of judgment motivate both personal holiness

and urgent evangelism?

Interlinear Text

ים ִּ קַל
are swifter

H7031

ּ הָיו
H1961

ּ ינו רֹדְׁפֵ
Our persecutors

H7291

י מִנשִּ�ְׁרֵ
than the eagles

H5404

יִם ש�ָמָ
of the heaven

H8064

עַל
H5921

ים הֶהָרִ
us upon the mountains

H2022

ּ נו ְּׁלקָֻ ד
they pursued

H1814

ר דְׁבָּ במִַּּ
for us in the wilderness

H4057

ּ רְׁבו אָ
they laid wait

H693

ּ׃ לנָֽו
H0

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 4:13 (Parallel  theme):  Behold,  he  shall  come up  as  clouds,  and  his

chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us!

for we are spoiled.

Habakkuk 1:8 (Parallel theme):  Their horses also are swifter than the leopards,

and are more fierce than the evening wolves:  and their horsemen shall  spread

themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that

hasteth to eat.

Deuteronomy 28:49 (Parallel theme): The LORD shall bring a nation against thee

from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose

tongue thou shalt not understand;

Hosea 8:1 (Parallel theme):  Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an

eagle  against  the  house  of  the  LORD,  because  they  have  transgressed  my

covenant, and trespassed against my law.

2. 

3. 

4. 

3



From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

4


	Lamentations 4:19
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


