
Judges 8:23
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither

shall my son rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you. 

Analysis

And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son

rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you.

Gideon's  refusal  of  kingship  represents  one  of  Judges'  theological  high  points.

After  delivering  Israel  from  Midianite  oppression,  people  offered  dynastic

monarchy: 'Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also' (v.

22).  Gideon's  response affirms Israel's  theocratic  ideal—God alone is  king.  The

threefold repetition 'I will not rule... neither shall my son rule... the LORD shall

rule' (lo-emshal ani... velo-yimshal beni... Yahweh yimshal, לֹׁא־אֶמְש�ֹׁל אֲניִ... ולְֹׁא־יִמְש�ֹׁל

יִמְש�ֹׁל יהְוהָ  (ב�נְיִ...   creates  emphatic  contrast—human  rule  rejected,  divine  rule

affirmed. The verb mashal (מָש�ַׁל, 'to rule, have dominion') emphasizes authority and

governance.

However, Gideon's noble refusal of kingship is immediately undermined. The next

verse (v. 24-27) describes making a golden ephod that became idolatrous snare,

and  his  naming  a  son  Abimelech  ('my  father  is  king,'  9:1)  suggests  dynastic

aspirations  despite  verbal  disclaimers.  Later,  Abimelech  claims  kingship  and

slaughters  seventy  brothers  (9:1-6),  showing how incomplete  obedience breeds

future  disaster.  Gideon's  theological  correctness  in  refusing  monarchy  didn't

prevent practical compromise creating conditions for later apostasy and violence.

Theologically,  this  illustrates  the  tension  between  ideal  and  reality  throughout

Judges.  God  is  Israel's  king,  yet  the  people  demand  human  kings.  The  book
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presents both the folly of human monarchy (Abimelech's tyranny, chapter 9) and

the chaos of leaderlessness ('every man did that which was right in his own eyes,'

17:6,  21:25).  This  tension  finds  resolution  only  in  Christ—the  divine  King  who

takes human form, ruling with perfect righteousness and sacrificial love. Human

government  remains  necessary  due  to  sin  (Romans  13:1-7)  yet  always  proves

inadequate compared to God's perfect rule.

Historical Context

Israel's political structure during the Judges period was unique in the ancient Near

East. Surrounding nations (Egypt, Assyria, Hittites, Canaanite city-states) operated

as monarchies with centralized authority.  Israel's tribal confederation united by

covenant  rather  than king represented theocratic  ideal—God as  supreme ruler,

with human judges raised circumstantially to address specific crises. However, this

decentralized structure proved difficult to maintain, creating recurring cycles of

apostasy and oppression.

The offer of kingship to Gideon anticipates later demands for monarchy (1 Samuel

8).  The  people's  reasoning  parallels:  military  security  requires  centralized

leadership like surrounding nations (1 Samuel 8:5, 19-20). Yet God viewed this as

rejection of His kingship (1 Samuel 8:7). The transition from judges to monarchy

represents  both  necessary  adaptation  to  circumstances  and  theological

compromise—practical  governance  requiring  institutional  structures  yet  always

tempted toward idolatrous trust in human power rather than divine providence.

Gideon's refusal yet practical contradictions mirror broader patterns. He rejects

kingship  but  establishes  dynastic  elements  (naming  son  'my  father  is  king,'

creating ephod as religious center). This inconsistency characterizes the judges—

spiritual  insights yet moral-spiritual  compromises.  Only David (despite personal

failures) and ultimately Christ fulfill the ideal of righteous king perfectly submitted

to  God's  authority.  The  judges  period  demonstrates  both  human  governance's

necessity and inadequacy, pointing toward need for perfect God-man who can rule

with divine wisdom and human empathy.

2



Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

What areas of life do you verbally submit to God's rule while practically

maintaining personal control?

How can Christians balance proper respect for human authority (Romans

13:1-7) with ultimate allegiance to God's rule?

In what ways does Gideon's theological correctness but practical compromise

warn against hypocritical religious profession?

Interlinear Text

אמֶר ֹׁ� ַׁי ו
said
H559

אֲלהֵֶם
H413

וֹׁן �דְִע ג
And Gideon

H1439

לֹֽׁא
H3808

ל יִמְש�ֹׁ
rule
H4910

אֲניִ
H589

ם ב�כֶָ
H0

ולְֹֽׁא
H3808

ל יִמְש�ֹׁ
rule
H4910

י ִ �נְ ב
over you neither shall my son

H1121

ם ב�כֶָ
H0

ה ָ יהְו
over you the LORD

H3068

ל יִמְש�ֹׁ
rule
H4910

ב�כָםֶֽ׃
H0

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 33:22 (References Lord):  For the LORD is  our judge,  the LORD is  our

lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us.

1 Samuel 12:12 (References Lord): And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the

children of Ammon came against you, ye said unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign

over us: when the LORD your God was your king.

1 Samuel 10:19 (References Lord): And ye have this day rejected your God, who

himself saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have said

1. 

2. 

3. 
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unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before the

LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands.

2 Corinthians 1:24 (Parallel theme):  Not for that we have dominion over your

faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.
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