Judges 18:30

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and
Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and
his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the

captivity of the land.

Analysis

And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of
Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of
Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. This verse reveals the tragic
identity of Micah's hired priest—Jonathan, grandson of Moses (the name
"Manasseh" in some manuscripts is "Moses" with a suspended letter nun, a scribal
device to avoid dishonoring Moses' name). That Moses' own grandson became
priest to an idolatrous shrine demonstrates how quickly spiritual decline can occur
even in godly families. The phrase "until the day of the captivity of the land" likely
refers to the Philistine oppression during Eli's time (1 Samuel 4) or possibly the
Assyrian captivity (722 BC), indicating this unauthorized worship persisted for
generations.

From a Reformed perspective, this verse teaches that spiritual legacy isn't
automatically inherited. Moses, the great lawgiver who mediated God's covenant
and taught Israel about exclusive Yahweh worship, had a grandson who became an
idolater. This demonstrates the doctrine that regeneration doesn't pass through
bloodlines—each generation must personally embrace saving faith. As Jesus told
Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again" (John 3:7). Covenant children receive
blessings and advantages but must personally appropriate faith through God's
sovereign grace.



Historical Context

The identification of this Levite as Jonathan, son of Gershom, son of Moses (Exodus
2:22; 18:3) is significant. Some Hebrew manuscripts have "Manasseh" with a
suspended nun (creating M-n-asseh from M-oshe), a scribal convention to avoid
directly stating Moses' grandson founded an idolatrous priesthood. This priestly
line served Dan's shrine until "the captivity of the land." If this refers to the
Philistine oppression when the ark was captured (1 Samuel 4:1-11), the idolatrous
priesthood lasted approximately 300-350 years. If it refers to Assyrian captivity
(722 BC), it persisted even longer. Either way, Micah's private idolatry became
institutionalized tribal apostasy lasting centuries. When Jeroboam I established the
northern kingdom, he placed golden calves at Dan and Bethel (1 Kings 12:28-30),
building on existing idolatrous infrastructure. Dan's apostasy ultimately
contributed to the northern kingdom's destruction and exile.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

Study Questions

1. How does Jonathan's fall into idolatry despite his godly grandfather Moses
demonstrate that spiritual vitality cannot be inherited?

2. What warning does the multi-generational persistence of this false worship
give about the lasting consequences of spiritual compromise?

3. How should churches and families balance covenant promises to children
with the necessity of personal faith and regeneration in each generation?
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Additional Cross-References

Exodus 2:22 (Parallel theme): And she bare him a son, and he called his name
Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.

Judges 13:1 (Parallel theme): And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight
of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty
years.

Judges 17:5 (Parallel theme): And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made
an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.

Judges 17:3 (Parallel theme): And when he had restored the eleven hundred
shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I had wholly dedicated the silver
unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a molten
image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee.
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