
Judges 18:22
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the

men that were in the houses near to Micah's house were

gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan. 

Analysis

And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men that

were in the houses near to  Micah's  house were gathered together,  and

overtook the children of Dan. The phrase "a good way" (hirchiqu, ּהִרחְִיקו, "they

had  gone  far/distanced  themselves")  indicates  significant  distance  between the

Danites and Micah's house before pursuit began. The Hebrew verb  rachaq (רחַָק,

"to  be  far")  emphasizes  the  Danites  had  substantial  head  start,  yet  Micah's

neighbors still "overtook" (vayadbiqu, ּויַדְַּביִּקו, "caught up with/overtook") them. The

verb  dabaq (ַָּבק ,ד  "to  cling/overtake")  suggests  rapid,  determined  pursuit  that

closed the gap despite the Danites' head start.

"The  men  that  were  in  the  houses  near  to  Micah's  house"  (ha'anashim  asher

babatim asher im-beit Mikhah, ָהָאֲנשָ�ִים אֲש�ֶׁר בבַּתָּּיִם אֲש�ֶׁר עִם־בֵּּית מִיכה) indicates Micah

had  neighbors  who  rallied  to  his  aid.  The  plural  "houses"  suggests  a  small

community  or  cluster  of  households in  Ephraim's  hill  country.  These neighbors

responded to Micah's alarm, gathering forces and pursuing the Danite thieves.

This demonstrates covenant solidarity—neighbors defending one another against

injustice and robbery. While their pursuit defended false worship (Micah's idols),

their  principle  of  communal  justice  was  sound—covenant  communities  should

protect members from exploitation and theft.

However,  the irony is profound: Micah's neighbors defend his idolatrous shrine

from theft while the entire worship system violated the first two commandments.
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This  illustrates  how humans  zealously  defend  religious  systems  and  traditions,

even corrupt  ones,  when they provide identity  and security.  Jesus  encountered

similar dynamics with Pharisees who fiercely defended traditions while neglecting

"weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and  faith"  (Matthew  23:23).

Believers  must  examine whether  we defend biblical  truth or  merely  traditional

practices, God's honor or our religious comfort.

Historical Context

Micah's ability to quickly gather neighbors for pursuit suggests he had sufficient

social standing and community relationships to rally support. The Ephraimite hill

country, while not densely populated, featured scattered settlements along trade

routes  and  near  water  sources.  Households  maintained  mutual  defense

agreements  and  reciprocal  support  systems  essential  for  security  in  the

decentralized judges period when "every man did that which was right in his own

eyes" (Judges 21:25) and formal judicial structures were weak.

The pursuit illustrates the limited ability of small groups to resist tribal military

forces.  Micah's neighbors,  however numerous,  faced six hundred armed Danite

warriors  plus  their  families  (total  population  2,000-3,000).  This  overwhelming

numerical and military disadvantage explains why Micah's pursuit, though initially

successful  in  overtaking  the  Danites,  ultimately  failed  to  recover  his  stolen

property  (vv.  25-26).  Ancient  Near  Eastern  conflicts  frequently  involved  such

disparities,  where  small  communities  or  households  couldn't  effectively  resist

tribal or national forces.

The detail that neighbors "gathered together" (vayiza'aqu, ּויַזִּעֲָּקו, "they were called

out/summoned")  suggests  organized  response  to  Micah's  alarm.  Ancient

communities used horns, shouting, or runners to summon help during emergencies

(Judges  3:27,  6:34).  The  rapid  mobilization  indicates  these  neighbors  took

covenant obligation seriously—at least regarding property rights and theft, if not

regarding proper worship. This selective obedience to covenant law characterizes

the judges period:  maintaining some external  forms of  justice while thoroughly

corrupting worship and internal spiritual life.
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Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

How can Christians distinguish between defending biblical truth versus

merely preserving comfortable traditions or familiar religious forms?

What does Micah's neighbors' pursuit teach about covenant community

responsibility to defend members from injustice, even imperfect members?

In what ways might we zealously defend secondary issues while neglecting

primary biblical commands?

Interlinear Text

מָּה הֵּ
H1992

ּ יקו הִרחְִ
And when they were a good way

H7368

ית בֵּּ
from the house

H1004

ה מִיכָ
near to Micah's

H4318

ים והְָֽאֲנשָ�ִ
the men

H582

ר אֲש�ֶׁ
H834

ית בֵּּ
from the house

H1004

אֲש�ֶׁר
H834

עִם
H5973

ית בֵּּ
from the house

H1004

ה מִיכָ
near to Micah's

H4318

ּ ו נזִֽעְֲק
were gathered together

H2199

ּ יקו ִּ ויַדְַּב
and overtook

H1692

אֶׁת
H853

ֵּי בנְּ
the children

H1121

ן׃ דָֽ
of Dan
H1835
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