
Judges 1:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And afterward the children of Judah went down to fight

against the Canaanites, that dwelt in the mountain, and in the

south, and in the valley. 

Analysis

And  afterward  the  children  of  Judah  went  down  to  fight  against  the

Canaanites, that dwelt in the mountain, and in the south, and in the valley.

This verse outlines Judah's three-pronged campaign across their tribal territory's

distinct geographical regions. The verb "went down" (yaredu, ּירָדְו from yarad, ַירָד)

is geographically accurate—from Jerusalem's elevation (approx. 2,500 feet), Judah

descended  to  lower  elevations  in  all  three  regions  mentioned.  The  "mountain"

(hahar, הָהָר) refers to the central hill country including Hebron (verses 10, 20), the

highest  and  most  defensible  terrain.  The  "south"  (negev, ,נגֶבֶ   the  Negev)

designates  the  arid  region  south  of  Hebron  toward  Beersheba.  The  "valley"

(shephelah, ָש�ְפלֵה) refers to the foothills between the mountains and the coastal

plain, a contested buffer zone between Israelite highlands and Philistine-controlled

coast.

This  geographical  division  reflects  military-strategic  realities.  The  hill  country

favored Israelite infantry against Canaanite chariot forces (Judges 1:19), making it

the  natural  starting  point  for  territorial  consolidation.  The  Negev's  sparse

population and marginal agricultural value made it easier to control but offered

limited  resources.  The  Shephelah,  however,  proved  most  challenging—its

agricultural wealth and strategic trade routes made it heavily fortified and hotly

contested.

1



Theologically, this verse illustrates the comprehensiveness of God's promises and

the corresponding comprehensiveness of obedient faith. God gave Judah all three

regions, requiring them to fight across diverse terrain against different enemies.

Similarly,  Christian  sanctification  addresses  all  life  areas—heart,  mind,  will,

relationships, work, worship. The temptation to secure only "comfortable" victories

(the highlands) while neglecting difficult battles (the valleys) leads to incomplete

sanctification  and  ongoing  spiritual  conflict.  Complete  obedience  requires

engaging all  enemies  across  all  territories,  trusting God's  sufficiency for  every

challenge (2 Corinthians 9:8, Philippians 4:13).

Historical Context

Judah's  tribal  territory  encompassed  remarkable  geographical  diversity  within

relatively  small  area.  The  central  hill  country  (including  Hebron  at  3,050  feet

elevation) featured limestone ridges, valleys, and terraces suitable for viticulture,

olive  cultivation,  and  small-grain  agriculture.  Annual  rainfall  averaged  20-28

inches,  supporting  agriculture  but  requiring  careful  water  management.

Archaeological  surveys  show  extensive  Late  Bronze  Age  settlement  in  these

highlands.

The  Negev  (meaning  'dry'  or  'parched')  received  minimal  rainfall  (4-8  inches

annually), supporting only pastoralism and scattered oasis agriculture. Cities like

Beersheba, Arad, and Hormah controlled wells and wadis (seasonal watercourses).

The  region's  vulnerability  to  nomadic  raids  and  its  distance  from trade  routes

made  permanent  settlement  challenging.  Simeon's  territory  overlapped  Judah's

Negev  holdings  (Joshua  19:1-9),  reflecting  the  difficulty  of  sustaining  separate

tribal identity in this marginal land.

The Shephelah formed a buffer zone between Israelite highlands and Philistine

coastal plain. This fertile region of rolling hills (500-1,000 feet elevation) produced

grain, grapes, and olives, making it economically valuable and militarily contested.

Major  cities  like  Lachish,  Libnah,  and  Azekah  controlled  strategic  valleys

penetrating the highlands. The Philistines' iron monopoly (1 Samuel 13:19-22) and

chariot forces gave them advantages here, explaining Judah's difficulty securing
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this region (verse 19). Control of the Shephelah remained contested throughout

the judges and monarchy periods.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

What 'mountains,' 'valleys,' and 'southern lands' in your spiritual life

represent different types of challenges requiring different approaches but

equal faithfulness?

How does Judah's comprehensive campaign across varied terrain challenge

compartmentalized Christianity that serves God in some areas while

compromising in others?

What resources and strategies might differ when engaging spiritual enemies

in 'highlands' (strengths) versus 'lowlands' (weaknesses)?

Interlinear Text

ר ואְַחַ
And afterward

H310

ּ ירָֽדְו
went down

H3381

י ֵ בנְּ
the children

H1121

ה יהְודָּ
of Judah

H3063

ם להְִלחֵָּ
to fight
H3898

י ִ בכַּֽנְּעֲַנ
against the Canaanites

H3669

ב יוֹש�ֵ
that dwelt

H3427

ר הָהָ
in the mountain

H2022

גבֶ ֶּ והְַנ
and in the south

H5045

והְַש�ְּפלֵהָֽ׃
and in the valley

H8219
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