
Judges 1:22
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the house of Joseph, they also went up against Beth-el:

and the LORD was with them. 

Analysis

And the house of Joseph, they also went up against Beth-el: and the LORD

was with them.

The 'house of Joseph' refers to Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph's two sons adopted

by Jacob (Genesis 48:5) and granted full tribal status. Together they formed the

most powerful tribal bloc in central Israel. Beth-el (beit-el, ב�יֵת־אֵל, 'house of God')

held  profound  significance—Jacob  encountered  God  there  (Genesis  28:10-22,

35:1-15),  naming the place Beth-el  because God revealed Himself  there.  Later,

Beth-el  became  a  sanctuary  site,  though  tragically  also  a  center  of  idolatrous

worship under Jeroboam I (1 Kings 12:26-33).

The phrase 'the LORD was with them' (va-Yahweh immahem, ָּה עִמ�ָּהֶם parallels (ויַהו

verse  19's  statement  about  Judah,  showing  divine  presence  enabled  conquest.

However,  the  subsequent  narrative  (verses  23-26)  reveals  their  incomplete

obedience—they spared the spy who betrayed the city, allowing Canaanite culture

to continue elsewhere. This pattern repeats: divine presence + human obedience

=  victory,  but  divine  presence  +  partial  obedience  =  incomplete  victory  with

lingering consequences.

Beth-el's conquest illustrates how holy places don't guarantee holy people. Despite

the city's sacred history (patriarchal encounters with God), Canaanites occupied it,

requiring reconquest. Similarly, church buildings, Christian heritage, or religious

tradition don't automatically produce godliness—each generation must personally
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embrace covenant faithfulness.  Beth-el's  later corruption into idolatry center (1

Kings 12:28-29) despite its sacred origins warns that past spiritual blessing doesn't

prevent future apostasy without ongoing faithfulness.

Historical Context

Beth-el (modern Beitin) sits approximately 12 miles north of Jerusalem at 2,890

feet elevation in the central highlands. Archaeological excavations reveal extensive

Late Bronze and Iron Age occupation. Evidence of destruction in the 13th-12th

century BCE aligns with conquest-period dating, though scholars debate whether

this destruction resulted from Israelite conquest, inter-Canaanite warfare, or other

factors.  The  city's  strategic  location  controlled  north-south  routes  through  the

central highlands.

Beth-el's importance in patriarchal narratives made it central to Israelite identity.

Jacob's  vision  of  the  heavenly  ladder  (Genesis  28:12-13)  and  God's  covenant

renewal (Genesis 35:9-15) established Beth-el as sacred space. During the judges

period, the ark resided there temporarily (Judges 20:26-28), and Samuel judged

Israel  there (1  Samuel  7:16).  However,  Jeroboam's  golden calf  shrine (1  Kings

12:28-33) corrupted Beth-el, making it prophetic target (1 Kings 13:1-3, 2 Kings

23:15-20, Amos 7:10-13).

The house of Joseph's prominence reflects fulfillment of Jacob's blessing (Genesis

48:8-20,  49:22-26).  Joseph  received  double  portion  through  Ephraim  and

Manasseh  becoming  full  tribes.  Joshua  (an  Ephraimite)  led  conquest  and

settlement.  Shiloh (in Ephraim) housed the tabernacle (Joshua 18:1).  Ephraim's

later rivalry with Judah (2 Samuel 2:8-10, 1 Kings 12:16-20) split  the kingdom,

with 'Israel' (northern kingdom) often called 'Ephraim' in prophetic literature.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 
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Study Questions

How does Beth-el's need for reconquest despite its sacred history warn

against presuming on spiritual heritage or past revival?

What does Joseph's tribes' partial obedience (sparing the spy) teach about

how small compromises create larger problems?

In what ways can Christians today conflate religious tradition or 'sacred

places' with genuine covenant faithfulness?

Interlinear Text

� ו �עֲַֽל ויַ
they also went up

H5927

ביֵת
And the house

H1004

ף יוֹסֵ
of Joseph

H3130

�םַ ג
H1571

ם הֵ
H1992

ב�יֵֽת
H0

ל אֵ
against Bethel

H1008

ה ָּ ויַֽהו
and the LORD

H3068

עִמ�ָּֽם׃
H5973

Additional Cross-References

Judges 1:19 (References Lord): And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out

the inhabitants of  the mountain;  but could not drive out the inhabitants of  the

valley, because they had chariots of iron.
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