
Joshua 8:11
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And all the people, even the people of war that were with him,

went up, and drew nigh, and came before the city, and pitched

on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley between them

and Ai. 

Analysis

All the people of war with Joshua went up and approached, coming before the city

on its north side with a valley between them and Ai. The phrase 'all the people of

war'  indicates full  military mobilization—every fighting man participated in this

operation. Their approach from the north, with a valley (gai, ַּיא� between them and (ג

the city, provided tactical advantage: the valley complicated Ai's defenders' ability

to sally out quickly,  allowing Israel time to deploy.  It  also gave Israel's  force a

visible  staging  area  where  Ai  could  see  them—important  for  the  psychological

warfare  element.  The  positioning  shows  Joshua's  tactical  sophistication:  close

enough  to  threaten  and  provoke  response,  far  enough  to  control  engagement

terms.  The  valley  also  provided  escape  route  for  the  planned  retreat.  This

deployment,  fully  visible to Ai's  defenders,  created the bait  for the trap.  Israel

appeared  vulnerable,  inviting  attack—but  it  was  calculated  vulnerability  under

God's direction.

Historical Context

The geographical detail (valley between the forces) indicates eyewitness testimony

or  reliable  sources.  Ancient  battles  were  heavily  influenced  by  terrain.  Valleys

could funnel troop movements, affect line of sight, and determine tactical options.

The full mobilization ('all the people of war') showed Israel's seriousness—not the
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inadequate 3,000 from their first failed attempt, but the entire army. This massive

visible  force  served  dual  purposes:  actually  having  sufficient  troops  for  the

operation,  and  creating  an  impressive  target  that  Ai  couldn't  ignore.  Ancient

warfare  psychology  meant  that  a  large  enemy  force  arrayed  before  your  city

demanded  response—ignoring  it  showed  weakness.  Joshua  counted  on  Ai's

defenders  feeling  compelled  to  sortie  out  and  engage.  The  valley's  presence

between the forces meant Israel controlled the timing of engagement—they could

position themselves, then provoke the enemy to cross the valley,  beginning the

chase that would draw Ai's army away from the city.

Related Passages

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does 'calculated vulnerability' (exposing yourself strategically under

God's direction) differ from foolish risk-taking?

What role does terrain (circumstances, context) play in your spiritual battles?

When has full commitment (all the people of war) made the difference in

spiritual endeavors?

1. 

2. 

3. 

2



Interlinear Text

וכְלָ
H3605

ם הָעָ
And all the people

H5971

ה הַּמ�ִלחְָמָ
even the people of war

H4421

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

וֹ אִת�
H854

� עָלו
that were with him went up

H5927

� ו �שְׁ �גִ ַּיֽ ו
and drew nigh

H5066

� או �בָֹ ַּי ו
and came

H935

גדֶ ֶ נ
H5048

יר הָעִ
before the city

H5892

� �ַּחֲנו ַּיֽ ו
and pitched

H2583

וֹן �פְ מִצ
on the north side

H6828

הָעָֽי׃
between them and Ai

H5857

י ַּ� והְַּג
now there was a valley

H1516

ו ָ ב�יֵנ
H996

�ביֵן ו
H996

הָעָֽי׃
between them and Ai

H5857
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