
Joshua 8:10
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and numbered the

people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the

people to Ai. 

Analysis

Joshua rose early and marshaled the people, going up with Israel's elders before

the  people  toward  Ai.  Early  rising  consistently  marks  godly,  diligent  leaders

throughout  Scripture.  The  Hebrew ש�ָׁכםַ   (shakam—to  rise  early,  start  early)

indicates earnest commitment. Joshua's public leadership—going up 'he and the

elders' in view of the people—provided visible courage and direction. The elders'

presence showed unified leadership, not just one person's initiative. This public

visibility  contrasted  with  the  hidden  ambush  force—both  roles  necessary,  one

visible and one concealed. The approach toward Ai began the decoy phase of the

plan. Every step required faith—deliberately moving toward an enemy that had

previously  defeated  them,  planning  to  flee  before  them.  This  reversal  of  the

previous  defeat  required  corporate  faith  and  discipline.  The  entire  operation

depended  on  coordinated  timing  between  visible  and  hidden  forces  without

modern communications.

Historical Context

Ancient  Near  Eastern  armies  typically  began  marching  at  dawn  to  maximize

daylight for battle. Joshua's early rising ensured they reached Ai at optimal time.

The  presence  of  elders  alongside  Joshua  showed  that  Israel's  leadership  was

corporate,  not  autocratic.  Elders  represented  tribal  and  familial  authority

structures.  Their  public  participation  validated  Joshua's  plan  and  encouraged

ordinary soldiers. The approach 'toward Ai' would have been visible to the city's
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lookouts, creating the impression of another direct assault. This was precisely the

impression Joshua wanted to create—making Ai's defenders confident in repeating

their previous strategy. The coordination required between the overnight ambush

force  and  the  morning  approach  force  demonstrates  sophisticated  military

planning. Yet ultimately, success depended on God's promise (verse 1),  not just

tactical cleverness. Human strategy served divine purpose.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does early rising for spiritual or ministerial responsibilities demonstrate

priorities?

What is the value of leadership being both plural (elders) and visible (before

the people)?

When has God called you to repeat something that previously failed, trusting

Him for different results?

Interlinear Text

ם ֵּ ויַשַּ�ְכ
rose up early

H7925

עַ יהְוֹש�ֻ
And Joshua

H3091

קֶר ֹּ בבַּ
in the morning

H1242

ד ויַפִּקְֹ
and numbered

H6485

אֶת
H853

ם הָׁעָׁ
the people

H5971

עַל ַּ ויַ
and went up

H5927

ואּ ה
H1931

י ֵ וזְקְִנ
he and the elders

H2205

ל יִשְׂרָׁאֵ
of Israel

H3478

י ֵ לפִנְ
before
H6440

ם הָׁעָׁ
the people

H5971

הָׁעָֽׁי׃
to Ai
H5857

1. 

2. 

3. 
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