
Joshua 23:3
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto

all these nations because of you; for the LORD your God is he

that hath fought for you. 

Analysis

And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath done unto all these

nations because of you; for the LORD your God is he that hath fought for

you. Joshua grounds his farewell  charge in Israel's  eyewitness experience. The

phrase "ye have seen" (atem re'item, ֶאַת�םֶ ראְִיתם) appeals to empirical evidence, not

hearsay or speculation. This generation witnessed God's mighty acts—the Jordan

crossing,  Jericho's  walls  falling,  the sun standing still  at  Gibeon,  and countless

victories over Canaanite kings. Testimony based on personal experience carries

unique authority.

The phrase "the LORD your God" (Yahweh Eloheikhem, אֱלֹהֵיכםֶ  (יהְוהָ   emphasizes

covenant relationship—not a distant deity but their covenant God who fights for

His people. The clause "because of you" (ba'avurkhem, ֶרכְם� doesn't suggest (ב�עֲַבו

Israel's merit but God's covenant faithfulness to His promises. He fought "for your

sake," fulfilling commitments to the patriarchs and establishing His name among

the nations.

The declaration  "the  LORD your  God is  he  that  hath  fought  for  you"  (Yahweh

Eloheikhem hu ha-nilcham lakhem, ֶלִחְָם לכָם� �א הַנ uses the participle (יהְוהָ אֱלֹהֵיכםֶ הו

form of  lacham (לחַָם,  to fight),  indicating ongoing action. God wasn't  a passive

observer but active warrior on Israel's behalf. This divine warrior theology appears

throughout Scripture: Exodus 14:14, "The LORD shall fight for you"; Deuteronomy

1:30,  "The LORD your  God which goeth before  you,  he  shall  fight  for  you."  It
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ultimately finds fulfillment in Christ, who conquered sin, death, and Satan for His

people.

Historical Context

The "nations" (ha-goyim, וֹיִם� referenced include the thirty-one Canaanite kings (הַג

defeated and listed in Joshua 12, plus various peoples mentioned throughout the

conquest narratives—Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, Jebusites, Canaanites,

and Girgashites. Archaeological evidence from sites like Hazor, Lachish, and Debir

shows destruction layers  from this  period,  though exact  dating and attribution

remain debated among scholars.

Ancient  warfare  was  brutal  and  personal—hand-to-hand  combat  with  bronze

weapons,  sieges  of  fortified  cities  with  walls  20-30  feet  high,  and  no  Geneva

Conventions  governing  treatment  of  combatants.  Israel's  consistent  victories

against numerically and technologically superior foes (Deuteronomy 7:7; Joshua

11:4-5) required divine intervention. Joshua's reminder that "the LORD... fought

for  you"  wasn't  pious  exaggeration  but  sober  historical  assessment  of  how an

escaped slave nation conquered Canaan's established city-states.

The conquest spanned approximately 7 years of active warfare (Joshua 14:7, 10)

followed by years of settlement and consolidating control.  By Joshua's farewell,

perhaps 20-30 years had passed since crossing the Jordan, giving this generation

direct memory of both the conquest and subsequent settlement challenges.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Study Questions

How does reflecting on past instances of God's faithfulness strengthen your

faith for current battles you face?

1. 
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What difference does it make to understand God not merely as helper but as

the primary warrior fighting on behalf of His people?

How can you cultivate and preserve testimony of God's works in your life to

encourage future generations?

Interlinear Text

ם ואְַת�ֶ
H859

ם ראְִיתֶ
And ye have seen

H7200

אֵת
H853

�לָ כ
H3605

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ה עָשָׂ
hath done

H6213

ה ָ יהְו
all that the LORD

H3068

ם אֱלֹֽהֵיכֶ
your God

H430

לכְלָ
H3605

ם �וֹיִ הַג
unto all these nations

H1471

�הֶ ל הָאֵ
H428

ם נְיֵכֶ מִפ�
because

H6440

י ִ� כ
H3588

ה ָ יהְו
all that the LORD

H3068

ם אֱלֹֽהֵיכֶ
your God

H430

�א ו ה
H1931

ם �לִחְָ הַנ
is he that hath fought

H3898

לכָםֶֽ׃
H0

Additional Cross-References

Exodus 14:14 (References Lord): The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold

your peace.

Joshua 10:14 (References Lord): And there was no day like that before it or after

it,  that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for

Israel.

Joshua 10:42 (References God): And all these kings and their land did Joshua take

at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel.
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