
Joshua 22:30
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the

congregation and heads of the thousands of Israel which were

with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben and the

children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spake, it

pleased them. 

Analysis

And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the congregation and

heads of the thousands of Israel which were with him, heard the words that

the  children  of  Reuben  and  the  children  of  Gad  and  the  children  of

Manasseh spake,  it  pleased them. And Phinehas the son of  Eleazar the

priest said unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to

the children of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the LORD is among us,

because ye have not committed this trespass against the LORD: now ye

have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD.

The peaceful resolution demonstrates the power of honest dialogue and charitable

interpretation.  The  phrase  "it  pleased  them"  (vayitav  be'eineihem, ב�ְּעֵיניֵהֶם  �ִּיטַב  ,ויַ

literally "it was good in their eyes") indicates genuine satisfaction and relief—the

explanation  aligned  with  covenant  faithfulness.  Phinehas's  response  shows

exemplary leadership: he had arrived prepared for judgment but remained open to

legitimate explanation,  demonstrating the combination of  theological  conviction

and pastoral flexibility essential for shepherding God's people.

Phinehas's  declaration—"This  day  we  perceive  that  the  LORD  is  among  us"—

recognizes  that  covenant  faithfulness  evidences  divine  presence.  The  Hebrew

1



yada'nu (� ,ידַָעְּנו  "we  perceive/know")  suggests  experiential  knowledge  gained

through this episode. The community learned that the LORD remained "among"

(betok,  ְּ (ב�ְּתוֹך  them—the  same  language  used  for  God's  tabernacling  presence.

Unity in covenant faithfulness demonstrates and facilitates divine presence, while

covenant  violation  and  communal  division  grieve  the  Spirit  and  obscure  God's

presence.

The statement "ye have delivered the children of  Israel  out of  the hand of the

LORD" is remarkable. The threat wasn't foreign invasion but divine judgment—the

"hand  of  the  LORD"  meant  covenant  curses  for  tolerating  apostasy.  The

Transjordan tribes' faithfulness delivered all Israel from judgment, demonstrating

again the corporate nature of covenant: one group's righteousness or sin affects

the whole. This anticipates Christ's work: His righteousness delivers His people

from  God's  judgment  (Romans  5:18-19).  The  passage  also  demonstrates  that

sometimes the greatest threats to God's people come not from external enemies

but from internal compromise or conflict.

Historical Context

The phrase "hand of the LORD" frequently describes divine judgment in Scripture

—used for the plagues on Egypt (Exodus 9:3), punishment for Uzzah (2 Samuel

6:7),  and  various  covenant  curses  (Deuteronomy  2:15).  Phinehas's  language

indicates  the  western  tribes  understood  that  tolerating  apostasy  would  bring

corporate judgment, as happened with Achan (chapter 7) and at Peor (Numbers

25).  The  corporate  liability  principle—that  communities  bear  collective

responsibility for tolerating sin—permeates Old Testament covenant theology.

The peaceful resolution prevented civil war that would have devastated Israel at

the  very  moment  of  successful  conquest.  Internal  division  has  destroyed  more

covenant  communities  than  external  opposition—a  pattern  visible  throughout

Israel's  history  (northern/southern  kingdom split;  later  sectarian  divisions)  and

church  history  (schisms  over  doctrine  and  practice).  The  wisdom  of  pursuing

dialogue before battle, investigation before judgment, cannot be overstated. Many

church splits might have been avoided by following this pattern: serious concern

for  truth,  willingness  to  confront,  but  openness  to  hearing  explanation  before
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rendering judgment.

The naming of the altar "Ed" ("Witness," verse 34) created permanent memorial to

this resolution. Future generations could point to the altar as testimony of how

misunderstanding was resolved, conflict was averted, and unity was maintained

through honest communication. Such memorials serve vital function—reminding

covenant communities of past crises successfully navigated, providing precedent

for current conflict resolution, and testifying to God's faithfulness in preserving

His people through misunderstandings that could have destroyed them.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How does this resolution model the balance between theological conviction

and charitable interpretation that should characterize Christian community?

What does Phinehas's openness to legitimate explanation despite arriving

prepared for judgment teach about pastoral leadership?

In what ways can we create "witness" memorials that help future generations

learn from how we navigated conflicts and maintained unity?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ע �ִּשְּׁמַ ויַ
which were with him heard

H8085

ס ְּחָ ִּיֽנ פ�
And when Phinehas

H6372

ן �ֹהֵ הַכ
the priest

H3548

י ְּשִּׂיאֵ �נ ו
and the princes

H5387

ה הָֽעֵדָ
of the congregation

H5712

י ְּראָשֵׁ ו
and heads

H7218

י אַלְּפֵ
of the thousands

H505

יִשְּׂראֵָל
of Israel

H3478

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

וֹ אִּת�
H854

אֶת
H853

ים �ְּברִָּ ד הַ
the words

H1697

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

� ו ב�ְּר ִּ� ד
spake
H1696

י ֵ �בְּנ ו
and the children

H1121

ן �בֵ רְּאו
of Reuben

H7205

י ֵ �בְּנ ו
and the children

H1121

ד גָ
of Gad
H1410

י ֵ �בְּנ ו
and the children

H1121

ה נשַׁ�ֶ מְּ
of Manasseh

H4519

ב �ִּיטַ ויַ
it pleased

H3190

ב�ְּעֵֽיניֵהֶֽם׃
H5869

Additional Cross-References

Joshua 22:33 (References Israel):  And the thing pleased the children of Israel;

and the children of Israel blessed God, and did not intend to go up against them in

battle, to destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.
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