
Joshua 19:16
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

This is the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to

their families, these cities with their villages. 

Analysis

This  is  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Zebulun  according  to  their

families, these cities with their villages.

This  concluding  formula—this  is  the  inheritance (zot  nachalat, נחֲַלתַ  —(זֹאת 

solemnly  affirms  the  legal  transfer  of  land  from God to  Zebulun.  The  Hebrew

nachalah (ָנחֲַלה, "inheritance") implies permanent family possession passed across

generations, not temporary occupancy. This wasn't mere real estate transaction

but covenant fulfillment—God delivering on promises made to Abraham (Genesis

12:7; 15:18-21), Isaac (Genesis 26:3), and Jacob (Genesis 28:13).

The phrase according to their families (le-mishpechotam, ְָּחֹתם emphasizes (לְּמִש�ְּפ�

that  inheritance  distribution  occurred  not  merely  by  tribe  but  by  clan  and

household.  Within  Zebulun's  overall  territory,  specific  clans  received  specific

portions,  ensuring  that  every  extended  family  possessed  land.  This  system

prevented  landlessness  and  poverty,  maintaining  economic  stability  across

generations. The Jubilee provisions (Leviticus 25) protected this family-based land

tenure, prohibiting permanent alienation of ancestral property.

Theologically,  Zebulun's  inheritance—though  less  celebrated  than  Judah's  or

Ephraim's—holds profound significance. This "Galilee of the Gentiles" (Isaiah 9:1)

would  witness  Messiah's  ministry  centuries  later.  Jesus  grew  up  in  Nazareth

(Zebulun/Naphtali  border  region),  called  disciples  from  Galilean  fishermen,

performed  most  miracles  in  Galilean  cities,  and  delivered  the  Sermon  on  the
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Mount on Galilean hills. The land assigned to Zebulun in Joshua 19 became the

geographical theater for the incarnation and public ministry of God's Son. This

demonstrates that God's planning spans centuries, that seemingly mundane land

distributions serve eternal purposes, and that despised regions become stages for

divine glory. What man overlooks, God ordains for His redemptive purposes.

Historical Context

Zebulun occupied approximately 200 square miles in lower Galilee, bordered by

Asher  (west),  Naphtali  (north  and  east),  Issachar  (south),  and  briefly  touching

Manasseh (southwest). This relatively small territory packed significant historical

and theological importance. Jacob's blessing (Genesis 49:13) indicated commercial

prosperity, while Isaiah's prophecy (Isaiah 9:1-2) announced that this land would

see great light—fulfilled in Christ's ministry (Matthew 4:12-16).

The tribal name Zebulun (ֻלן� ְּבו possibly meaning ,(זבָלַ) derives from the root zaval (ז

"to dwell" or "to honor." Leah named him saying "God hath endued me with a good

dowry; now will my husband dwell with me" (Genesis 30:20). Though born to the

less-favored  wife  and  not  among  the  most  prominent  tribes  (unlike  Judah,

Ephraim,  or  Benjamin),  Zebulun  faithfully  participated  in  Israel's  defining

moments—fighting under Deborah (Judges 5:18), supporting David (1 Chronicles

12:33, 40),  and ultimately providing the geographical  context for Jesus'  earthly

ministry.

By the first century CE, Galilee's population was mixed—Jews and Gentiles living

together—leading  to  religious  prejudice  from  Judean  Jews  who  considered

Galileans less observant and doctrinally suspect. Nathanael's question "Can any

good thing come out of Nazareth?" (John 1:46) reflects this prejudice. Yet God's

sovereign planning placed His  Son's  ministry  precisely  in  this  despised region,

demonstrating that God exalts the humble and chooses the foolish things of the

world to shame the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27-28). Zebulun's inheritance, assigned

in Joshua 19, became sacred ground where the Light of the World shone brightest.
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Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

How does Zebulun's relatively obscure role in Old Testament history, yet

central role in Jesus' ministry geography, demonstrate God's long-term

sovereign planning?

What does the family-based inheritance system teach about God's concern for

economic stability and generational continuity among His people?

How should the fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1-2 in Jesus' Galilean ministry

(Matthew 4:15-16) shape our confidence that God's ancient promises find

their ultimate 'Yes' in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20)?

Interlinear Text

את זֹ
H2063

ת נחֲַֽלַ
This is the inheritance

H5159

�ְּניֵֽ ב
of the children

H1121

ן �לֻ ְּבו ז
of Zebulun

H2074

ם ְּחוֹתָ לְּמִש�ְּפ�
according to their families

H4940

ים הֶֽעָרִ
these cities

H5892

�הֶ ל הָאֵ
H428

ְּחַצְּריֵהֶֽן׃ ו
with their villages

H2691
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