Joshua 14:8

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the
heart of the people melt: but I wholly followed the LORD my
God.

Analysis

Caleb contrasts his faithfulness with the other spies' unfaithfulness. The phrase
'my brethren...made the heart of the people melt' (achai...himssu et-lev-haam,
DYNT7 NN 10'0NN...'NN) uses masas (0pn), meaning to dissolve or melt with fear.
The ten faithless spies' fearful report caused Israel's rebellion and 40-year
judgment (Numbers 13-14). Caleb's declaration 'I wholly followed the LORD my
God' (vanoki milleti acharei Yahweh Elohai, 'o7x nin' mnx mx7n 1x1) uses mille
(X'7n), meaning to fill completely or follow fully. Caleb demonstrated complete,
unreserved obedience and faith. This phrase appears four times regarding Caleb
(Numbers 14:24, 32:12, Deuteronomy 1:36, Joshua 14:8-9), emphasizing his
exemplary faithfulness. Reformed theology recognizes Caleb as model of
persevering faith—trusting God's promises despite overwhelming opposition,

maintaining faithfulness across decades, and boldly claiming what God promised.

Historical Context

The spying mission occurred 45 years earlier at Kadesh-barnea. Ten spies
emphasized Canaan's military strength—fortified cities, giants, superior weapons—
causing Israel to rebel. Only Joshua and Caleb gave faithful reports trusting God's
power (Numbers 13:30-33, 14:6-9). Caleb's 'wholly following' meant complete trust
and obedience spanning four decades of wilderness wandering. His faithfulness
contrasts sharply with Israel's repeated rebellions. At 85, Caleb's faith remained
strong, requesting difficult territory occupied by giants. His life exemplifies



Hebrews 11's faith that perseveres despite not immediately receiving promises
(Hebrews 11:39-40).

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
1 John 4:8 — God is love
Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ

Study Questions

1. What 'melting hearts' around you tempt you to compromise faith rather than
wholly following God?

2. How can you cultivate Caleb-like faith that perseveres across decades
without wavering?

3. What does 'wholly following' the LORD require in your current
circumstances?
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Additional Cross-References

Numbers 14:24 (Parallel theme): But my servant Caleb, because he had another
spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto
he went; and his seed shall possess it.

Deuteronomy 1:36 (References Lord): Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall
see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his
children, because he hath wholly followed the LORD.

Joshua 14:14 (References God): Hebron therefore became the inheritance of
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly
followed the LORD God of Israel.

Numbers 13:31 (Parallel theme): But the men that went up with him said, We be

not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.
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