
Joshua 14:7
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD

sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the land; and I

brought him word again as it was in mine heart. 

Analysis

Caleb's testimony: 'Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent

me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it

was in mine heart.' Caleb recalls the pivotal spying mission (Numbers 13) forty-five

years  earlier.  The  phrase  'as  it  was  in  mine  heart'  indicates  his  honest  report

matched his genuine conviction, not merely what Moses wanted to hear. While ten

spies  saw giants  and insurmountable  obstacles  (Numbers 13:31-33),  Caleb and

Joshua  saw  God's  faithfulness  and  attainable  promises  (Numbers  14:6-9).  This

integrity under pressure,  maintaining faith when majority opinion ran contrary,

made Caleb one of only two adults from Egypt to enter Canaan. The testimony

teaches that God honors those who 'wholly follow' Him (verse 8)  regardless of

popular opinion or apparent obstacles. Faithfulness in your generation determines

inheritance in God's kingdom, not age, popularity, or human approval.

Historical Context

The spying mission occurred at Kadesh-barnea (southern border of Canaan) during

Israel's second year after exodus. The forty-year wilderness wandering resulted

from the people's fear after hearing the majority report (Numbers 14:26-35). Only

Caleb and Joshua from that generation survived to enter Canaan—everyone twenty

years old or older at the time died in the wilderness (Numbers 14:29).  Caleb's

Kenizzite ancestry (14:6, 14; 15:17; Numbers 32:12; Judges 1:13) suggests he was

either ethnically distinct or descended from mixed lineage, yet fully integrated into
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Judah.  His  faithfulness  despite  being  possibly  an  outsider  by  birth  makes  his

loyalty  more  striking.  The  forty-five  year  wait  from  spying  mission  to  Caleb's

request  (verse  10)  teaches  that  God's  timing  requires  patience—faith  doesn't

always produce immediate fulfillment. Yet God remembered His promise to Caleb

(Numbers  14:24)  and  fulfilled  it  when  the  time  came.  Divine  promises  aren't

forgotten, even across decades.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

What does Caleb's maintaining faith against majority opinion for forty-five

years teach about perseverance?

How does reporting 'as it was in mine heart' (honest conviction) differ from

telling leaders what they want to hear?

When has God's timing required you to wait decades for promised fulfillment,

and how did you maintain faith?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

בןֶּ
old
H1121

ים אַרבְעִָּ
Forty
H705

ה ָ שָׁנ
years
H8141

י אָֽנֹכִ
H595

שְׁלֹחַ בִּ
sent
H7971

ה מֹשֶׁ
was I when Moses

H4872

עֶֽבדֶ
the servant

H5650

ה ָ יהְו
of the LORD

H3068

י אֹתִ
H853

שׁ מִקָּדֵ
H0

עַ ֵ ברַּנְ
me from Kadeshbarnea

H6947

ל ֵּ לרְגַ
to espy out

H7270

אֶת
H853

רץֶ הָאָ
the land

H776

ב ואָָֽשֵׁ
again
H7725

אֹתוֹ
H853

ר ָּבָ ד
him word

H1697

ר כאֲַּֽשֶׁ
H834

עִם
H5973

לבְבָיִֽ׃
as it was in mine heart

H3824

Additional Cross-References

Numbers 13:6 (Parallel theme): Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.
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