
Joshua 11:17
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto

Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and

all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew them. 

Analysis

Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in

the  valley  of  Lebanon under  mount  Hermon—The  conquest's  geographical

boundaries span from extreme south to extreme north. Mount Halak (ָהַר חָלק, har

chalaq, 'smooth mountain') marked the southern limit toward Edom (Seir).  Baal-

gad (ָד� lord of fortune') in the Lebanon valley below Mount Hermon defined' ,ב�עַַל ג

the northern extent—approximately 150 miles north-south.

This comprehensive scope fulfills God's promise to Abraham (Genesis 15:18-21)

and Moses (Deuteronomy 11:24). The phrase all their kings he took, and smote

them,  and  slew  them uses  three  verbs  for  emphasis:  took (ַלכָד,  lakhad,

captured), smote (ָנכָה, nakah, struck down), and slew (הֵמִית, hemit, put to death).

This  triple  emphasis  underscores  complete  elimination  of  Canaanite  political

leadership, preventing future organized resistance. The removal of kings parallels

Revelation's  eschatological  judgment  where  earthly  rulers  opposing  God  face

divine  wrath  (Revelation  19:19-21).  Joshua's  faithfulness  in  executing

comprehensive  conquest  prefigures  Christ's  complete  victory  over  all  opposing

powers.

Historical Context

The boundaries described encompass the heartland of Canaan promised to Israel,

though not the fullest extent mentioned in some passages (Genesis 15:18 extends
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to the Euphrates). Mount Halak's location is debated—likely in the Negev near the

Edomite border. Baal-gad was probably near modern Banias (Caesarea Philippi) at

Hermon's base, a region famous for Baal worship. The 150-mile span from Halak to

Baal-gad represents the practical extent of Joshua's conquests. The execution of

defeated  kings  was  standard  ancient  Near  Eastern  practice,  preventing  future

rebellion. Archaeological evidence from the Late Bronze/Iron I transition shows

significant political disruption—the city-state system that characterized Canaanite

civilization collapsed, replaced by Israelite settlement patterns. The destruction of

political  infrastructure  facilitated  Israel's  tribal  confederation,  which  required

eliminating  competing  power  centers.  The  comprehensive  nature  of  royal

elimination prevented the Canaanite  resurgence that  would have occurred had

ruling dynasties survived.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How do defined boundaries (Halak to Baal-gad) provide both scope and limits

for God's promises, and how does this apply to understanding biblical

promises today?

What 'kings'—ruling powers or principalities—in your life require complete

removal rather than mere defeat or containment?

How does Joshua's thorough execution of God's commands regarding enemy

leaders challenge partial obedience that leaves strongholds intact?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

מִן
H4480

הַר
Even from the mount

H2022

הֶֽחָלקָ
Halak
H2510

ה הָֽעוֹלֶ
that goeth up

H5927

יר שֵׂעִ
to Seir
H8165

ועְַד
H5704

עַל ב�ַ
H0

�דָ ג
even unto Baalgad

H1171

ת ב�בְקְִעַ
in the valley

H1237

וֹן �בְנָ הַל
of Lebanon

H3844

חַת ַ ת�
H8478

הַר
Even from the mount

H2022

וֹן חֶרמְ
Hermon

H2768

ת ואְֵ
H853

�לָ כ
H3605

מַלכְיֵהֶם
and all their kings

H4428

ד לכַָ
he took
H3920

ם ֵ� �כַ ויַ
and smote

H5221

ויַמְִיתםֵֽ׃
them and slew

H4191

Additional Cross-References

Deuteronomy 7:24 (Kingdom):  And he shall deliver their kings into thine hand,

and thou shalt destroy their name from under heaven: there shall no man be able

to stand before thee, until thou have destroyed them.

Joshua 11:3 (Parallel theme): And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west,

and to  the Amorite,  and the Hittite,  and the Perizzite,  and the Jebusite  in  the

mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh.

Joshua  13:5 (Parallel  theme):  And  the  land  of  the  Giblites,  and  all  Lebanon,

toward the sunrising, from Baal-gad under mount Hermon unto the entering into

Hamath.
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