Joshua 10:9

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from

Gilgal all night.

Analysis

Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all
night.

The adverb "suddenly" (nDnno, pit'om) emphasizes the tactical surprise achieved
through Joshua's forced night march. The phrase "went up from Gilgal all night"
reveals the physical demands of the campaign—Gilgal, Israel's base camp in the
Jordan valley (elevation -800 feet), lay approximately 20 miles from Gibeon in the
central hill country (elevation 2,500 feet). The march required ascending over

3,000 feet of elevation while covering rough terrain in darkness.

This rapid deployment exemplifies the military principle of celeritas (speed)—
moving faster than your enemy expects to achieve surprise. Joshua's night march
recalls other biblical accounts where divine deliverance comes through bold,
immediate obedience (Judges 7:9-15; 1 Samuel 11:6-11). The Hebrew verb "went
up" (n7y, alah) is the same term used for pilgrimage to Jerusalem, suggesting that
obedient military action in covenant warfare constitutes a form of worship.

From a Reformed perspective, this verse illustrates how divine promises require
human effort. God had promised victory (v. 8), yet Joshua still had to march all
night. Faith doesn't negate diligence; rather, confidence in God's promises
motivates maximum effort. As Calvin noted, "God's promises are not pillows for our
sloth but spurs to our activity." Joshua trusted God's word enough to exhaust his
troops in pursuing it.



Historical Context

Ancient warfare heavily depended on intelligence and surprise. Night marches,
though exhausting and dangerous (risk of ambush, troops getting lost, exhaustion
reducing combat effectiveness), could achieve decisive tactical advantage. The
Roman general Julius Caesar famously employed forced marches to achieve
surprise, as did Hannibal crossing the Alps. Joshua's 20-mile uphill night march in

hostile territory demonstrated exceptional leadership and troop discipline.

The route from Gilgal to Gibeon likely followed the Wadi Qelt through the Judean
wilderness, then ascended the steep slopes to the central ridge. Modern
archaeology has revealed ancient road systems in this region, though most were
merely improved paths. Troops would have traveled single-file through much of the
terrain, making command and control extremely difficult in darkness. The fact that
Joshua's army arrived combat-ready after such a march testifies to their training
and morale.

The tactical situation required immediate response. The five-king coalition was
besieging Gibeon when news of Joshua's approach would have arrived. The
Amorite forces, expecting several days before Joshua could respond to Gibeon's
distress call, were caught unprepared for battle, still deployed in siege positions
rather than defensive formations. This surprise proved decisive in the subsequent
rout.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation
Study Questions
1. What 'night marches' might God be calling you to—seasons of costly

obedience where immediate response to His call requires sacrificing comfort
and convenience?



2. How does Joshua's example challenge the assumption that trusting God
means waiting passively rather than acting decisively?
3. In what areas of your spiritual life have you mistaken God's promises for

permission to be passive rather than motivation for vigorous action?

Interlinear Text
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therefore came H413 Joshua unto them suddenly H3605 all night
H935 H3091 H6597 H3915
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and went up 14480  from Gilgal
H5927 H1537

Additional Cross-References

Proverbs 22:29 (Parallel theme): Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he
shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

Ecclesiastes 9:10 (Parallel theme): Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave, whither thou goest.

2 Timothy 2:3 (Parallel theme): Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.
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