
Joshua 1:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great

river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto

the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your

coast. 

Analysis

From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river

Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the

going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

This  verse  delineates  the  boundaries  of  the  Promised  Land  with  geographical

precision. The southern boundary begins at "the wilderness" (the Negev desert

south of Judah), while the northern boundary extends to "Lebanon" (the mountain

range  north  of  Israel).  The  eastern  border  reaches  "the  great  river,  the  river

Euphrates" (approximately 1,700 miles long), while the western boundary is "the

great sea" (the Mediterranean) where the sun sets.

The phrase "all the land of the Hittites" requires careful interpretation. The Hittite

Empire proper was centered in Anatolia (modern Turkey), but the term here likely

refers  to  Canaanite  peoples  broadly  or  to  Neo-Hittite  city-states  in  Syria.  The

comprehensive description emphasizes the vastness of God's promise—far beyond

what Israel actually controlled during most of its history. This creates interpretive

tension: was the promise conditional, partially fulfilled, or awaiting eschatological

fulfillment?

The Hebrew word  gevul (ְּּּבול ,coast" or "border") indicates definite boundaries" ,ג

not  unlimited  expansion.  God's  promises  are  generous  but  also  defined.  The
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geographical  specificity  grounds  biblical  promises  in  concrete  historical  reality

rather  than  vague  spiritual  symbolism.  These  were  real  places  that  could  be

possessed and measured.

Historical Context

The boundaries  described here  roughly  correspond to  those  given to  Abraham

(Genesis 15:18-21) and repeated to Moses (Deuteronomy 11:24). However, Israel

never  fully  controlled  all  this  territory.  The  maximum  extent  came  during

Solomon's reign (1 Kings 4:21, 24), when his kingdom reached from the Egyptian

border to the Euphrates, though much of this represented vassal states rather than

direct occupation.

The Hittite Empire dominated Anatolia and Syria during the Late Bronze Age (c.

1600-1200  BCE),  contemporary  with  Israel's  wilderness  wanderings  and  early

conquest. The empire's collapse around 1200 BCE (part of the Late Bronze Age

collapse) created a power vacuum that facilitated Israel's expansion. Neo-Hittite

city-states continued in Syria-Palestine for several more centuries.

The Mediterranean Sea ("great sea") formed a natural western boundary, as Israel

never developed significant naval power, leaving sea trade largely to Phoenicians.

The Lebanon mountain range, famous for its cedars, marked the northern limit of

Israelite  settlement,  though  Phoenician  cities  like  Tyre  and  Sidon  remained

independent. The Euphrates River formed the traditional boundary of "the land,"

though the intervening desert meant sparse population and control.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 
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Study Questions

How do we balance faith in God's promises with the reality that some

promises depend on human obedience and may not be fully realized in this

age?

What does Israel's partial fulfillment of the land promise teach about the

relationship between divine sovereignty and human responsibility in

appropriating God's blessings?

How should the specificity of God's promises to Israel shape our expectations

for how God works in measurable, concrete ways today?

Interlinear Text

דְּברָּ הַמִּ מֵֽ
From the wilderness

H4057

וֹן ְּּבנָ ְּהַל ו
and this Lebanon

H3844

ה ֶּ הַז
H2088

ְּעַֽד ו
H5704

ְּהַר נ
river
H5104

וֹל הַגדָּ
and unto the great

H1419

ְּהַר נ
river
H5104

ת פְּּרָ
Euphrates

H6578

ל ֹּ כ
H3605

רץֶ אֶ
all the land

H776

ים הַֽחִתִּ
of the Hittites

H2850

ְּעַד ו
H5704

ם ָּ הַי
sea
H3220

וֹל הַגדָּ
and unto the great

H1419

וֹא מְּב
toward the going down

H3996

מֶשׁ הַשָּׁ
of the sun

H8121

ה ֶ יִֽהְּי
H1961

ְּכםֶֽ׃ ְּּבוֽלּ ג
shall be your coast

H1366

Additional Cross-References

Exodus 23:31 (Parallel theme): And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even

unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver

the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before

thee.

Deuteronomy 3:25 (Parallel theme): I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good

land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Deuteronomy 11:24 (Parallel theme): Every place whereon the soles of your feet

shall tread shall be your's: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the

river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be.

Deuteronomy 1:7 (Parallel theme): Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the

mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the

hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the

Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates.

1 Chronicles 5:9 (Parallel theme): And eastward he inhabited unto the entering in

of the wilderness from the river Euphrates: because their cattle were multiplied in

the land of Gilead.

1 Chronicles 18:3 (Parallel theme):  And David smote Hadarezer king of Zobah

unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his dominion by the river Euphrates.
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