
John 8:34
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever

committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

Analysis

Verily, verily, I say unto you—The double ἀμὴν ἀμήν (amēn amēn) introduces

solemn, authoritative truth. Jesus uses this formula 25 times in John's Gospel to

preface critical revelations. This isn't opinion or suggestion but divine declaration

demanding absolute acceptance.

Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin—The Greek present participle

ποιῶν  (poiōn,  'committing/practicing')  indicates  habitual,  ongoing  action,  not

occasional failure. This is lifestyle, not lapse. The word 'servant' translates δοῦλος

(doulos)—not hired worker with rights and freedoms, but slave owned as property.

The genitive 'of sin' (τῆς ἁμαρτίας/tēs hamartias) indicates possession: sin owns

the sinner.

This verse demolishes human autonomy and free will regarding sin. We imagine

ourselves  sovereign  choosers,  sampling  sin  when  convenient  but  ultimately  in

control. Jesus declares the opposite: habitual sin proves slavery, not freedom. The

addict who insists 'I can quit anytime' demonstrates precisely the delusion Jesus

exposes. Sin doesn't serve us; we serve it. Every act of rebellion forges another

chain.

Paul develops this theology in Romans 6:16-23: 'To whom you present yourselves

slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to

death,  or  of  obedience  leading  to  righteousness.'  Humanity  serves  one  of  two
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masters—sin  or  righteousness,  Satan  or  God.  Neutrality  is  myth;  everyone  is

enslaved to something. The only question is: enslaved to what?

Historical Context

Jesus's audience claimed 'we were never in bondage to any man' (v.33), asserting

freedom through Abrahamic covenant. Jesus responds by redefining bondage—the

issue isn't  Roman occupation but sin's  ownership.  This challenged foundational

Pharisaic assumptions about human moral capacity.

Pharisaic theology emphasized human ability to obey Torah through disciplined

effort. The Mishnah records Rabbi Akiva's teaching: 'All is foreseen, yet freedom of

choice  is  granted'  (Avot  3:15)—affirming  both  divine  sovereignty  and  human

responsibility.  Pharisees  believed  proper  Torah  interpretation  and  rigorous

obedience could achieve righteousness. Their 613 commandments, oral traditions,

and legal debates all assumed humans could choose obedience.

Jesus's  declaration—that  habitual  sinners  are  sin's  slaves—assaults  this  entire

framework. If sin enslaves, then human will isn't free but bound. If sinners are

slaves,  then  effort  cannot  liberate—only  divine  intervention  suffices.  This

anticipates  Reformation  debates  between  Erasmus  (defending  free  will)  and

Luther (asserting the 'bondage of the will'). Augustine had earlier articulated this

in his debates with Pelagius: fallen humanity possesses free will regarding earthly

matters but not spiritual liberty. We can choose coffee or tea but cannot choose

God apart from grace.

The  Greek  philosophical  tradition  debated  freedom  versus  determinism,  but

generally  affirmed  rational  humans  as  autonomous  moral  agents.  Stoics

emphasized virtue through disciplined will;  Epicureans sought freedom through

understanding  nature's  laws.  Jesus's  teaching  contradicts  both:  humanity  is

enslaved to sin, incapable of self-liberation, desperately needing a Redeemer who

can do what  we cannot—break sin's  chains  through truth (v.32)  and the Son's

liberating power (v.36).
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Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How does habitual sin in your life reveal areas where you're enslaved rather

than free?

Why is recognizing our slavery to sin a necessary prerequisite for

experiencing Christ's liberation?

What is the difference between occasional sin (which believers still commit)

and the habitual sin that evidences slavery?

Interlinear Text

ἀπεκρίθη
answered

G611

αὐτοῖς
them
G846

ὁ
G3588

Ἰησοῦς
Jesus
G2424

ἀμὴν
Verily
G281

ἀμὴν
Verily
G281

λέγω
I say
G3004

ὑμῖν
unto you

G5213

ὅτι
G3754

πᾶς
Whosoever

G3956

ὁ
G3588

ποιῶν
committeth

G4160

τὴν
G3588

ἁμαρτίας
of sin
G266

δοῦλός
the servant

G1401

ἐστιν
is

G2076

τῆς
G3588

ἁμαρτίας
of sin
G266

Additional Cross-References

Romans 6:16 (Sin):  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to

obey,  his  servants  ye  are  to  whom ye  obey;  whether  of  sin  unto  death,  or  of

obedience unto righteousness?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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2 Peter 2:19 (Parallel theme):  While they promise them liberty, they themselves

are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he

brought in bondage.

Proverbs 5:22 (Sin): His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall

be holden with the cords of his sins.

Romans 6:12 (Sin): Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should

obey it in the lusts thereof.

Romans 6:6 (Sin): Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the

body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

Titus  3:3 (Parallel  theme):  For  we  ourselves  also  were  sometimes  foolish,

disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy,

hateful, and hating one another.

Ephesians 2:2 (Parallel theme): Wherein in time past ye walked according to the

course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that

now worketh in the children of disobedience:

Romans 7:25 (Sin): I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the

mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

1 Kings 21:25 (Parallel theme): But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell

himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred

up.

Acts 8:23 (Sin):  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the

bond of iniquity.
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