
John 7:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in

Galilee. 

Analysis

When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in Galilee. The phrase

'when  he  had  said'  (tauta  de  eipōn)  provides  transitional  conclusion  to  the

conversation. 'He abode' (emeinen) uses aorist tense indicating definite action—

Jesus stayed put.  'Still  in Galilee'  (en tē Galilaia)  emphasizes His refusal  to be

moved by the brothers' counsel. This demonstrates Jesus's resolve to follow the

Father's  timing  rather  than  human  advice.  The  brief  verse  emphasizes  Jesus's

sovereign  control  over  His  movements  and  ministry  schedule.  Despite  family

pressure,  hostile  Judean  authorities,  and  approaching  festival,  Jesus  remains

where the Father wants Him until the appointed moment. Reformed theology sees

here practical application of divine sovereignty—God's people must wait on His

timing, neither rushed by human pressure nor delayed by human fear. Obedience

to God's revealed will and timing trumps all other considerations.

Historical Context

Galilee  provided  Jesus's  primary  ministry  base—Capernaum  served  as

headquarters (Matthew 4:13), and the region provided more receptive audiences

than  Judea.  Remaining  in  Galilee  while  others  traveled  to  Jerusalem  for

Tabernacles required conviction—social and religious pressure would have been

intense. Every able-bodied Jewish male was commanded to attend (Deuteronomy

16:16), yet Jesus waits for the Father's timing. This parallels other instances of

Jesus's sovereign timing: waiting until Lazarus died before traveling to Bethany

(John 11:6), avoiding arrest multiple times until His hour came (John 7:30, 8:20,
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10:39). For first-century readers, this proved Jesus wasn't victim of circumstances

but orchestrator of redemptive history's climax. His death occurred precisely when

and how God ordained.

Related Passages

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

How do we balance obedience to God's commands (attend feasts) with

sensitivity to His specific timing?

What pressures—social, religious, familial—most tempt us to act before God's

timing?

How does Jesus's pattern of 'waiting on the Father' shape our approach to

decisions and opportunities?

Interlinear Text

ταῦτα
these words

G5023

δὲ
When
G1161

εἰπὼν
he had said

G2036

αὐτοῖς
unto them

G846

ἔμεινεν
he abode

G3306

ἐν
still in
G1722

τῇ
G3588

Γαλιλαίᾳ
Galilee
G1056
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