
John 7:11
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, Where is he? 

Analysis

Then the Jews sought him at the feast,  and said,  Where is  he? 'The Jews'  (hoi

Ioudaioi) again likely refers to religious authorities, not general populace. The verb

'sought' (ezētoun) indicates active searching. Their question 'Where is he?' (pou

estin  ekeinos)  shows  expectation  of  His  attendance—Jesus  was  sufficiently

prominent  that  authorities  anticipated  and  looked  for  Him.  The  demonstrative

'ekeinos'  (that  one)  could  be  neutral  or  derogatory.  The  seeking  seems hostile

rather than friendly, given verse 1's context (they sought to kill Him). Jesus's quiet

arrival  thwarted  their  plans  to  intercept  Him  immediately.  This  illustrates  the

authorities'  increasing  focus  on  Jesus—He  couldn't  be  ignored  or  dismissed.

Reformed theology sees here the inevitability of confrontation between light and

darkness—Jesus's presence forces decision, and authorities have decided He must

be eliminated.

Historical Context

By this point in Jesus's ministry, authorities actively monitored Him. The healing

controversy (John 5:16-18) and subsequent equality-with-God claims (5:18) made

Jesus a marked man. Sanhedrin members likely coordinated to locate Him during

festivals  when  He  typically  appeared  in  Jerusalem.  The  feast  setting  provided

opportunity  for  public  arrest  and trial.  Jesus's  delayed,  quiet  arrival  frustrated

their surveillance. First-century Jerusalem during festivals was crowded, making it

easier to blend in but also creating challenges for authorities seeking to maintain

control.  Roman  oversight  was  heightened  during  festivals  due  to  nationalist
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sentiments and potential uprisings. The authorities' searching anticipates chapter

7's ongoing debates and growing division about Jesus's identity.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

Why couldn't religious authorities simply ignore Jesus rather than seeking to

eliminate Him?

How does Jesus's presence force decision—why is neutrality impossible?

What does the authorities' active searching reveal about threat Jesus poses to

religious establishment?

Interlinear Text

οἱ
G3588

οὖν
Then
G3767

Ἰουδαῖοι
the Jews

G2453

ἐζήτουν
sought
G2212

αὐτὸν
him
G846

ἐν
at

G1722

τῇ
G3588

ἑορτῇ
the feast

G1859

καὶ
and
G2532

ἔλεγον
said
G3004

Ποῦ
Where
G4226

ἐστιν
is

G2076

ἐκεῖνος
he

G1565

Additional Cross-References

John  11:56 (Parallel  theme):  Then  sought  they  for  Jesus,  and  spake  among

themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the

feast?
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