
John 6:59
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in

Capernaum. 

Analysis

These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. This verse

provides geographical and institutional context. The 'synagogue' (sunagōgē) was

the center of Jewish religious life, where Torah was read and expounded. Jesus

taught  controversial  Christology  in  Israel's  official  religious  space,  directly

confronting  religious  authority.  The  verb  'didaskōn'  (teaching)  indicates

authoritative  instruction,  not  casual  conversation.  Capernaum,  Jesus's  ministry

base, was a prosperous fishing town on Galilee's northern shore. The specification

'in the synagogue' emphasizes that Jesus's revolutionary teaching occurred within

mainstream Jewish religious context, not on the margins. Reformed understanding

sees here Christ's authority—He doesn't seek permission from religious elites but

speaks with divine authority even in their institutions. The synagogue setting also

highlights  the  tragedy  of  Israel's  rejection:  the  Messiah  proclaimed Himself  in

their assemblies, yet they refused to believe.

Historical Context

Capernaum's synagogue (likely the one whose foundations remain today) was a

significant  first-century  structure.  Jesus  performed  many  miracles  there  and

nearby  (healing  Peter's  mother-in-law,  the  centurion's  servant,  the  paralytic

lowered  through  the  roof).  Archaeological  evidence  confirms  Capernaum's

prosperity  and  mixed  Jewish-Gentile  population.  Synagogues  in  Jesus's  era

functioned as worship centers, schools, courts, and community centers. Visiting

teachers could request permission to teach (Luke 4:16-17), but Jesus taught with
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unprecedented  authority  (Matthew  7:28-29).  His  synagogue  teaching  in

Capernaum marks the climax of His Galilean ministry—afterward, many disciples

abandon Him (verse 66). John's late first-century audience would understand the

irony:  Christians,  now  expelled  from  synagogues  (John  9:22,  12:42,  16:2),

remember when Jesus Himself taught in them.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Study Questions

What does Jesus's synagogue teaching reveal about engaging religious

institutions with gospel truth?

Why is the specific location (Capernaum synagogue) significant to the

narrative?

How does teaching in the synagogue highlight both Christ's authority and

Israel's tragic rejection?

Interlinear Text

Ταῦτα
These things

G5023

εἶπεν
said he
G2036

ἐν
in

G1722

συναγωγῇ
the synagogue

G4864

διδάσκων
as he taught

G1321

ἐν
in

G1722

Καπερναούμ
Capernaum

G2584

Additional Cross-References

John 6:24 (Parallel theme):  When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not

there,  neither  his  disciples,  they  also  took  shipping,  and  came to  Capernaum,

seeking for Jesus.
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