John 14:22

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou

wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?

Analysis

Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot—]John carefully distinguishes this Judas
(Thaddaeus, son of James, Luke 6:16) from Judas Iscariot, the traitor who had
already left the upper room (John 13:30). This identification matters—a different
Judas, loyal not treacherous, asks an honest question revealing the disciples'
continued confusion about Jesus's mission.

Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the
world? (Kopig, ti yéyover Ott Muiv péAdelg epgavifelv ceavtov Kol oLYL T
KOouw;)—Judas's question exposes the disciples' persistent expectation of visible,
public messianic revelation. The verb épgoaviCew (emphanizein) means to make
visible, to manifest clearly, to show openly. His question essentially asks: 'Why
private revelation to us instead of public demonstration to the world?'

The ti yéyovevr (what has happened/occurred) suggests bewilderment—'What
changed? Why this shift in plan?' The disciples expected Messiah to manifest
Himself spectacularly, compelling universal recognition. Jesus's teaching about
departure, private post-resurrection appearances, and spiritual indwelling through
the Spirit confused their categories. They still thought in terms of political
theophany—God showing up in power to establish visible kingdom—rather than
spiritual transformation through the Spirit.

This question reveals how slowly the disciples grasped Jesus's mission. Even after
three years, they expected earthly kingdom, military victory, public coronation.



The idea of spiritual kingdom, inward transformation, and suffering rejection
remained foreign. Judas (not Iscariot) voices what all were thinking: 'If you're
Messiah, why not prove it publicly?"

Historical Context

This question emerges from deep-rooted Jewish messianic expectations shaped by
Old Testament prophecy. Passages like Zechariah 14:9 (‘the LORD shall be king
over all the earth') and Daniel 7:13-14 (Son of Man receiving eternal dominion)
promised visible, universal kingdom. The disciples expected literal fulfillment—
Messiah appearing in glory, judging nations, ruling from Jerusalem.

Recent events intensified confusion: Jesus's triumphal entry (John 12:12-19)
seemed to launch messianic revelation, but then He spoke of death, departure, and
private manifestation to disciples. From the disciples' perspective, Jesus was
contradicting messianic script. Why reveal yourself to us (nobodies) and not to
Caesar, Pilate, the Sanhedrin, the world?

First-century Judaism generally didn't anticipate a suffering Messiah or spiritual
kingdom preceding visible kingdom. Even Isaiah 53's suffering servant wasn't
widely interpreted messianically. The concept of God's kingdom advancing through
crucifixion, spreading through Spirit-empowered witness, and manifesting
inwardly before appearing outwardly was revolutionary.

For John's audience, this passage addressed ongoing confusion: Why hasn't Christ
returned visibly? Why does the world still reject Him? Why private knowledge
among believers rather than public demonstration? Jesus's answer (vv. 23-24)
redirects from visible theophany to spiritual indwelling—a different kind of
manifestation, but real and powerful nonetheless.

Related Passages

Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment



Study Questions

1. Why do we often share Judas's (not Iscariot's) desire for public, visible proof
of Christ's lordship rather than trusting His private, spiritual manifestation to
believers?

2. How does Jesus's choice to manifest Himself privately to disciples rather than
publicly to the world challenge our assumptions about how God should work?

3. In what ways does the Spirit's inward revelation of Christ to believers
constitute a more profound 'manifestation' than mere public spectacle would
provide?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Acts 1:13 (Parallel theme): And when they were come in, they went up into an
upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and
Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

Luke 6:16 (Parallel theme): And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot,
which also was the traitor.



Matthew 10:3 (Parallel theme): Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew
the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was
Thaddaeus;

Mark 3:18 (Parallel theme): And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and
Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon

the Canaanite,

John 6:60 (Parallel theme): Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard
this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?

John 3:4 (Parallel theme): Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born
when he is 0ld? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be
born?

John 3:9 (Parallel theme): Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these
things be?

Jude 1:1 (Parallel theme): Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James,
to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and
called:
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