
John 14:18
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

Analysis

I will not leave you comfortless (οὐκ ἀφήσω ὑμᾶς ὀρφανούς/ouk aphēsō hymas

orphanous)—Literally,  "I  will  not  leave  you  orphans."  The  word  ὀρφανούς

(orphanous) powerfully conveys the disciples' fear. Orphans in the ancient world

faced  extreme  vulnerability—no  legal  protection,  no  inheritance  rights,  no

provision, no advocate. Jesus assures His followers they will not be abandoned,

defenseless, or fatherless.

This  promise  directly  addresses  the  disciples'  anxiety  expressed  throughout

chapter 14. Peter asked, "Lord, whither goest thou?" (v.5). Thomas said, "We know

not whither thou goest" (v.5). Philip requested, "Shew us the Father" (v.8). Their

hearts  were  troubled  (v.1,  27),  facing  the  imminent  departure  of  their  Master,

Teacher, and Friend. Into this fear, Jesus speaks comfort.

The verb "leave" (ἀφήσω/aphēsō) means to abandon, forsake, desert. Jesus uses

the emphatic negative οὐκ (ouk), making this an absolute promise. He will never,

under  any  circumstances,  leave  them  orphaned.  This  echoes  God's  covenant

promise  to  Israel:  "I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee"  (Hebrews  13:5,

quoting Deuteronomy 31:6).

I will come to you (ἔρχομαι πρὸς ὑμᾶς/erchomai pros hymas)—The present tense

"I  come" (ἔρχομαι/erchomai)  indicates  certainty  and immediacy.  Jesus promises

His return, but this has multiple fulfillments: His resurrection appearances (John

20), His coming in the Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2), His ongoing presence through

the Spirit (Matthew 28:20), and His second advent (John 14:3, Acts 1:11).
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The resurrection interpretation finds support in verse 19: "Yet a little while, and

the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also."

Within  days,  the  disciples  would  see  their  risen  Lord.  But  the  Pentecost

interpretation connects  directly  to  verse 17's  promise of  the Spirit  dwelling in

them. Through the Spirit,  Christ Himself comes to indwell  believers—"Christ in

you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27).

Historical Context

In the Greco-Roman world of the first century, orphans represented society's most

vulnerable. Roman law provided some protections for orphaned citizens, but the

vast  majority—especially  in  the  provinces—faced  destitution.  Orphans  often

became slaves, beggars, or victims of exploitation. Jewish law commanded care for

orphans (Exodus 22:22, Deuteronomy 10:18, James 1:27), but many still suffered

neglect.

The disciples' situation was particularly precarious. For three years, they had left

family, occupation, and security to follow Jesus. Peter spoke for all: "Lo, we have

left all, and followed thee" (Mark 10:28). Their identity, purpose, provision, and

protection all  centered on Jesus. His departure would leave them vulnerable to

hostility  from  both  Jewish  authorities  (who  would  excommunicate  followers  of

Jesus  from synagogues,  John 16:2)  and  Roman power  (which  would  eventually

persecute Christians).

Moreover, Jewish disciples needed a rabbi's ongoing presence for instruction. The

disciple-rabbi  relationship  wasn't  merely  educational  but  covenantal—a  master

committed to guiding disciples throughout life. Jesus's departure seemed to violate

this expectation, leaving disciples without their teacher's guidance.

Yet  Jesus  redefines  the  relationship.  Through the  Spirit,  He  provides  presence

more intimate than physical accompaniment. Paul would later write, "Know ye not

that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?" (1 Corinthians

6:19). The Spirit's indwelling meant believers would never be orphaned—Christ

Himself would be with them always.
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Church history testifies to this promise's fulfillment. Believers facing martyrdom,

persecution, exile, and suffering have consistently testified to Christ's sustaining

presence through the Spirit. From the early church's trials to modern persecution,

no believer has been left orphaned.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Study Questions

How does understanding Jesus's promise 'I will not leave you orphans'

transform our response to fear, loneliness, or feelings of abandonment?

In what ways does the Spirit's indwelling provide more intimate presence

than Jesus's physical presence with the disciples?

What is the relationship between Jesus's promise 'I will come to you' and His

resurrection, Pentecost, and second coming?

How should the certainty of Christ's presence through the Spirit affect our

daily decisions and emotional struggles?

What does this verse teach us about God's character and His commitment to

His people?

Interlinear Text

Οὐκ
not
G3756

ἀφήσω
I will
G863

ὑμᾶς
you
G5209

ὀρφανούς
comfortless

G3737

ἔρχομαι
I will come

G2064

πρὸς
to

G4314

ὑμᾶς
you
G5209

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Additional Cross-References

John 14:3 (Parallel theme):  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

Psalms 23:4 (Parallel theme): Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow

of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort

me.

Matthew 18:20 (Parallel theme): For where two or three are gathered together in

my name, there am I in the midst of them.

John 14:16 (Parallel  theme):  And I will  pray the Father, and he shall  give you

another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

Matthew 28:20 (Parallel theme): Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever

I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the

world. Amen.

John 16:33 (Parallel theme): These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye

might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I

have overcome the world.

Hebrews  2:18 (Parallel  theme):  For  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered  being

tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

Isaiah 43:1 (Parallel theme):  But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O

Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I

have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.

Psalms 101:2 (Parallel theme):  I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O

when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.

Hosea 6:3 (Parallel  theme):  Then shall  we know,  if  we follow on to  know the

LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as

the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.
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