
Joel 3:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up

the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them

come up: 

Analysis

Proclaim  ye  this  among  the  Gentiles;  Prepare  war—God  issues  an  ironic

summons to the nations.  The verb  qara (ָקָרא,  "proclaim")  is  the same used for

announcing  festivals  or  assemblies,  but  here  it  announces  war.  "Prepare  war"

(Hebrew  qaddeshu milchamah, מִלחְָמָה   ּ ְּשׁו (קַד  literally  means "consecrate/sanctify

war." The verb qadash (ׁקָדַש) means to set apart as holy—the same word used for

consecrating  priests,  altars,  and  offerings.  Ancient  Near  Eastern  peoples

"sanctified" war through rituals, sacrifices, and oaths to their gods. Joel employs

biting  irony:  let  the  nations  consecrate  their  war  preparations  with  utmost

religious devotion—it will avail nothing against the God of Israel.

Wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come

up—the threefold command uses 'ur (ּעור, "wake/stir up"), nagash (ַׁנגָש, "draw near/

approach"),  and  'alah (ָעָלה,  "come  up/ascend").  This  is  military  mobilization

language—rousing  warriors  from  sleep,  assembling  armies,  and  marching  to

battle.  The  Hebrew  gibborim (ֹּּריִם ,גבִּ  "mighty  men")  refers  to  elite  warriors,

champions, and heroes—the best fighters each nation can muster. The repeated

imperatives  create urgency and inevitability—God is  summoning the nations to

their doom.

This passage presents profound theological irony. God invites—even commands—

the nations to gather their full military might against Him. Why? To demonstrate

that collective human power is nothing before divine omnipotence. Psalm 2:1-4
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captures this perfectly: "Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain

thing?... He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in

derision." The Valley of Jehoshaphat becomes humanity's ultimate futile rebellion—

nations united in opposition to God, only to be utterly destroyed. This prefigures

Armageddon  (Revelation  16:14-16,  19:19)  when  earth's  armies  gather  against

Christ  and are  annihilated by  the  word of  His  mouth (Revelation 19:15,  21;  2

Thessalonians 2:8).

Historical Context

Ancient  warfare  involved  elaborate  preparation:  mustering  troops,  gathering

weapons, performing religious rituals to secure divine favor, and making strategic

alliances.  The  "sanctification"  of  war  included sacrifices,  divination,  and  oaths.

Armies would "come up" (ascend) to battle, particularly when attacking Jerusalem,

which  sits  on  elevated  terrain.  The  language  here  evokes  multiple  biblical

precedents: nations gathering against Jerusalem (Psalm 83:1-8; Zechariah 12:2-3,

14:2),  and  God  inviting  enemies  to  judgment  (Ezekiel  38-39).  Each  historical

invasion foreshadowed the ultimate gathering at Armageddon when Christ returns

to establish His kingdom.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

How does God's ironic invitation for nations to prepare their best military

response demonstrate the futility of opposing divine purposes?

What does this passage teach about God's sovereignty over international

conflicts and military powers?
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How should believers respond when modern nations rage against God and

His anointed (Psalm 2)—with fear, or with confidence in God's certain victory?

Interlinear Text

ּ קִראְו
Proclaim

H7121

זֹּאת
H2063

ם בגַּוֹּּיִ
ye this among the Gentiles

H1471

ּ ו ְּשׁ קַד
Prepare

H6942

הַמִּלחְָמָֽה׃
of war
H4421

ּ ירו הָעִ
wake up

H5782

ים הַגבִּוֹּּרִ
the mighty men

H1368

ּ ו יִגשְּׁ
draw near

H5066

ּ ו יעֲַֽל
let them come up

H5927

ל ֹּּ כ
H3605

י אַנשְֵׁ
let all the men

H582

הַמִּלחְָמָֽה׃
of war
H4421

Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 38:7 (Parallel theme):  Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou,

and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them.

Jeremiah 31:10 (Parallel theme): Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and

declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and

keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.
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