
Joel 3:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring

again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, 

Analysis

This verse marks a dramatic eschatological shift signaled by "For, behold" (Hebrew

ki  hinneh),  a  prophetic  formula announcing divine intervention.  The phrase "in

those days,  and in  that  time" employs  dual  temporal  markers  emphasizing the

certainty  and  specificity  of  God's  appointed  moment.  This  isn't  vague  future

speculation but definite prophecy about the Day of the LORD when God decisively

acts in history. The Hebrew ba'et hahi ("in that time") points to the eschatological

age when all God's redemptive purposes culminate.

"When I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem" uses the Hebrew

phrase shuv shevut, literally "restore the restoration" or "reverse the captivity."

This indicates not merely return from physical exile but comprehensive restoration

of  covenant  blessings—spiritual  renewal,  territorial  restoration,  and  renewed

relationship  with  God.  The  phrase  appears  throughout  prophetic  literature

(Jeremiah 29:14, 30:3; Ezekiel 39:25; Hosea 6:11; Amos 9:14), always pointing to

God's sovereign initiative in restoring His people after judgment.

The coupling of "Judah and Jerusalem" is significant. Jerusalem, the covenant city

where God's name dwells, represents the center of worship and divine presence.

Judah represents the covenant people, the remnant tribe through whom Messiah

would come. Together they embody God's redemptive purposes—a people and a

place where God dwells among His own. This anticipates the ultimate fulfillment in

Revelation 21:2-3 when the New Jerusalem descends and God tabernacles with His

people eternally. The restoration isn't merely political but profoundly theological—
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God restoring broken covenant relationship through judgment, purification, and

grace.

Historical Context

The "captivity" (shevut) Joel references could be: 

the Assyrian exile of northern Israel (722 BC)

the Babylonian exile of Judah (586 BC)

general dispersion among nations; or

eschatological gathering at Christ's return.

If Joel prophesied pre-exilic (9th-8th century BC), this predicts coming exile and

restoration. If post-exilic (5th century BC), it promises further restoration beyond

the limited return under Ezra-Nehemiah. Either way, Joel envisions comprehensive

restoration exceeding any partial historical fulfillment.

The  prophets  consistently  linked  restoration  with  the  Day  of  the  LORD—that

climactic  moment  when  God  vindicates  His  people,  judges  enemies,  renews

creation, and establishes His kingdom. Isaiah 2:2-4, Jeremiah 30-31, Ezekiel 34-37,

and  Amos  9:11-15  all  describe  this  restoration  using  language  of  regathering

exiles,  rebuilding  Jerusalem,  renewing  covenant,  and  universal  recognition  of

Yahweh's  sovereignty.  These  prophecies  found  partial  fulfillment  in  post-exilic

return but await ultimate fulfillment in Christ's millennial reign.

Ancient Near Eastern treaty patterns inform this language. Suzerains (overlords)

who  showed  mercy  to  vassal  nations  after  rebellion  would  "restore  their

captivity"—a technical term for covenant renewal after judgment. God, the divine

Suzerain, promises to reverse Israel's covenant curses (Deuteronomy 28-30) and

restore blessings despite their unfaithfulness. This demonstrates God's unilateral,

unconditional, sovereign grace—the foundation of Reformed covenant theology.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does God's promise to restore captivity demonstrate His sovereignty

over history and His faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what ways have you experienced spiritual captivity, and how has Christ

brought restoration?

How should the certainty of future restoration shape your present

faithfulness amid trials and apparent defeat?

Interlinear Text

י ִּ כ
H3588

ה ֵּ הִנ
H2009

ים ביַּמִָּ
For behold in those days

H3117

מָּה הָהֵ
H1992

ת ובּעֵָ
and in that time

H6256

יא הַהִ
H1931

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

וב אָשִׁ
when I shall bring again

H7725

אֶת
H853

ותּ שְׁב
the captivity

H7622

ה יהְודָּ
of Judah

H3063

ויִרושָּׁלָ�םִ׃
and Jerusalem

H3389

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 30:3 (Parallel theme): For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will

bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will

cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess

it.

Ezekiel 39:25 (Parallel theme):  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I

bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel,

and will be jealous for my holy name;

Amos 9:14 (Parallel theme):  And I will bring again the captivity of my people of

Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant

vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the

fruit of them.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Psalms 85:1 (Parallel theme):  LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land:

thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.

Jeremiah 29:14 (Parallel theme): And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I

will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from

all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again

into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

Deuteronomy 30:3 (Parallel theme):  That then the LORD thy God will turn thy

captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all

the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee.

Jeremiah 30:18 (Parallel theme): Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again

the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwellingplaces; and the city

shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner

thereof.

Psalms 14:7 (Parallel theme):  Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of

Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice,

and Israel shall be glad.

Jeremiah  16:15 (Parallel  theme):  But,  The  LORD liveth,  that  brought  up  the

children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands whither he had

driven them: and I will  bring them again into their land that I  gave unto their

fathers.

Ezekiel  16:53 (Parallel  theme):  When  I  shall  bring  again  their  captivity,  the

captivity  of  Sodom  and  her  daughters,  and  the  captivity  of  Samaria  and  her

daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy captives in the midst of them:
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