
Job 9:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then Job answered and said, 

Analysis

Job responds to Bildad with weary acknowledgment: 'Then Job answered and said.'

This introduces Job's longest speech thus far (chapters 9-10), where he wrestles

with divine sovereignty and justice. Unlike his earlier laments (chapters 3, 6-7),

this  response  engages  directly  with  his  friends'  theology.  Job  will  affirm God's

power and sovereignty while questioning whether these attributes ensure justice

as Bildad assumes.

The literary structure signals intensification—Job moves from personal lament to

theological  wrestling.  He  doesn't  deny  God's  power  or  justice  in  principle  but

questions how humans can vindicate themselves before an all-powerful God who

seems to have turned against them. This sets up the book's central problem: how

can mortals be just before God? (verse 2)—a question Romans 3-5 will ultimately

answer through Christ's righteousness imputed to believers.

Job's response demonstrates mature faith that questions without rejecting God.

Unlike simplistic 'don't question God' pietism, Scripture models honest wrestling

with  hard  providence.  Job's  questions  aren't  rebellion  but  faith  seeking

understanding—the  pattern  of  biblical  lament  (Psalms  13,  22,  73,  88).  The

Reformed  tradition  affirms  that  genuine  faith  asks  hard  questions  while

maintaining trust in God's ultimate goodness and wisdom.
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Historical Context

The dialogue structure follows ancient Near Eastern wisdom disputation format,

where sages debated theological and philosophical questions. Job's speeches grow

longer  and  more  complex  as  the  dialogue  progresses,  reflecting  escalating

frustration  with  his  friends'  inadequate  theology  and increasing desperation  to

understand God's purposes.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How do we distinguish between faithful questioning that seeks understanding

versus faithless questioning that demands God justify Himself?

What does Job's willingness to engage theological argument despite suffering

teach about the relationship between faith and reason?

In what ways does Job's honest wrestling with divine providence model

healthy spiritual maturity versus superficial piety?

Interlinear Text

עַן ַּ ויַ
answered

H6030

וֹב ּ אִי
Then Job

H347

ֹּאמַֽר׃ ויַ
and said

H559

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

1. 

2. 

3. 

2


	Job 9:1
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text


