
Job 8:16
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in

his garden. 

Analysis

Bildad shifts imagery: 'He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in

his garden.' This apparently describes a thriving plant, 'green' (ratab, רטָָב, moist,

fresh)  'before  the  sun'  (lipne  shemesh, שֶׁמֶשׁ  ,(לפִנְיֵ   with  branches  spreading

luxuriantly  in  favorable  conditions.  The  description  seems  positive,  creating

interpretive  difficulty.  Some  scholars  see  this  continuing  the  hypocrite's

description (apparent health masking deficiency), while others see it introducing a

contrast (the righteous flourish).

The ambiguity itself  is  instructive: outward appearance cannot reliably indicate

spiritual  condition.  A  plant  may  appear  green  while  actually  diseased,  or  may

appear  withered  while  deeply  rooted.  Bildad  assumes  he  can  diagnose  Job's

condition by observation, but only God knows the heart. The entire dialogue of Job

wrestles with this epistemological problem: how do we interpret suffering when

external observation proves unreliable?

Jesus  encountered  similar  misdiagnosis:  religious  leaders  judged  Him  wicked

based on association with sinners, healing on Sabbath, and eating with unwashed

hands. They confused external markers with internal reality. The gospel reveals

that  righteousness  comes  through  faith,  not  observable  performance  (Romans

10:3-4).
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Historical Context

Ancient gardens were carefully tended spaces where valuable plants grew with

irrigation  and  protection.  A  plant  flourishing  'in  his  garden'  represented  ideal

conditions—not wild growth but cultivated prosperity. Bildad may be describing

the hypocrite's apparent prosperity before sudden destruction.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Study Questions

How do we avoid judging spiritual condition by outward prosperity or

adversity?

What does this ambiguous imagery teach about the limits of human

observation in diagnosing others' relationship with God?

In what ways does the gospel transform our understanding of what

'flourishing' means?

Interlinear Text

ב רטָֹ
He is green

H7373

ואּ ה
H1931

לפִנְיֵ
before
H6440

מֶשׁ שָׁ
the sun
H8121

ל ועְַ
H5921

וֹ נתָּ ַּ ג
in his garden

H1593

וֹ יֹֽנקְַתּ
and his branch

H3127

תצֵאֵֽ׃
shooteth forth

H3318

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 80:11 (Parallel theme):  She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her

branches unto the river.
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