Job 24:25

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And if it be not so now, who will make me a liar, and make my

speech nothing worth?

Analysis

Job challenges anyone to disprove his observations: "And if it be not so now, who
will make me a liar, and make my speech nothing worth?" The conditional "if not
so" questions his arguments' validity. The verb kazav (112, "make me a liar") means
to prove false or deceptive. The phrase "make my speech nothing worth" uses al-
belima (nn'72-7X), meaning futility or worthlessness. Job stakes his credibility on
empirical observation: the wicked often prosper while the righteous suffer. From a
Reformed perspective, this demonstrates intellectual honesty in theology—faith
must engage reality, not deny it. Job's willingness to be proven wrong shows
genuine pursuit of truth rather than defense of position. This anticipates the
Berean spirit (Acts 17:11) of examining Scripture to verify claims. Yet Job's
challenge will ultimately be answered not by refuting his observations but by God
revealing purposes transcending simple retribution. Truth involves both accurate
observation and theological interpretation.

Historical Context

Ancient wisdom discourse involved challenges to debate and prove claims (similar
to Job 13:22, where Job challenges God to debate). Intellectual rigor and evidence-
based reasoning weren't foreign to ancient thought. However, Job's speeches show
tension between empirical observation (what we see) and theological tradition
(what we've been taught). This tension persists in all generations when experience
seems to contradict doctrine.



Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith

Study Questions

1. How should Christians balance intellectual honesty about troubling
observations with faith in God's goodness?

2. What does Job's willingness to be proven wrong teach about genuine pursuit
of truth?

3. How do we distinguish between observations that challenge false theology
versus those that challenge true faith?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Job 9:24 (Parallel theme): The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: he
covereth the faces of the judges thereof; if not, where, and who is he?
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