
Job 12:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of

the sea shall declare unto thee. 

Analysis

Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea

shall declare unto thee—Job responds to his friends' pompous claims of wisdom

by appealing to creation's universal testimony.  Siach la-aretz (ֶש�ִׂיחַ לאָָרץ, speak to

the earth) uses  siach (ַש�ִׂיח),  meaning to meditate, speak, or commune with. The

earth isn't merely observed but dialogued with—suggesting attentive reflection on

creation reveals divine truth.  Vetorekha (ָ� and it shall instruct you) employs ,ותְֹרךֶ

the  verb  yarah (ָירָה),  the  root  of  Torah (instruction/law)—creation  provides

authoritative teaching about God.

Degei ha-yam vaysapperu lakh (ְָלך � רְו ִׂיסַפ� �םָ ו גיֵ הַי ְ� the fish of the sea shall declare to ,ד

you)  continues  the  personification.  Even  underwater  creatures—furthest  from

human habitation—bear witness to divine sovereignty. Paul echoes this in Romans

1:20: 'The invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen...

so that they are without excuse.' Job's point is devastating to his friends: you claim

superior wisdom, but even fish know what you ignore—God alone controls all life

and  circumstances.  This  anticipates  natural  theology  while  maintaining  that

creation's witness confirms rather than replaces special revelation.

Historical Context

Job's  appeal  to  creation  as  teacher  reflects  ancient  wisdom  tradition's  nature

observation (see Proverbs 6:6, 'Go to the ant, thou sluggard'). However, his friends

have been arguing that  Job's  suffering proves  divine  judgment  for  sin—a rigid
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retribution  theology.  Job  counters  by  pointing  to  nature's  testimony that  God's

ways transcend simple cause-effect formulas. Creation demonstrates both order

and apparent randomness, blessing and calamity, all under divine sovereignty. This

challenges the friends' mechanistic theology.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

What specific lessons has creation taught you about God's character and

ways that you might have missed through human instruction alone?

How does Job's confidence that even fish can declare truth challenge our

tendency to seek wisdom only from credentials or human authorities?

In what ways does observing creation confirm biblical revelation rather than

contradicting it?

Interlinear Text

וֹ א
H176

יחַ ש�ִׂ
Or speak

H7878

רץֶ לאָָ
to the earth

H776

ָ� ך ותְֹרֶ
and it shall teach

H3384

� ו רְ ִׂיֽסַפ� ו
shall declare

H5608

ָ ך לְ
H0

י ֵ ג ְ� ד
thee and the fishes

H1709

�םָֽ׃ הַי
of the sea

H3220
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