
Job 12:24
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the

earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where

there is no way. 

Analysis

God takes away the understanding of leaders and makes them wander in pathless

wastes. The Hebrew 'tou'eh' (wander/stagger) suggests aimless confusion—leaders

without direction or purpose. God actively removes wisdom from those who should

guide,  causing them to lead people astray.  This  explains political  and religious

confusion—not mere human failure, but divine judgment removing understanding

from the proud.

Historical Context

Israel's  history  showed  repeated  instances  of  leaders  losing  discernment  (e.g.,

Rehoboam's  foolish  counsel,  1  Kings  12).  Ancient  Near  Eastern  texts  rarely

attributed  leadership  failure  to  divine  judgment,  preferring  explanations  like

omens or fate.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 
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Study Questions

When have you seen leaders wander without direction, and how might this

reflect divine judgment?

How does God's removal of understanding explain otherwise inexplicable

leadership failures?

What should our response be when witnessing leaders who lack wisdom?

Interlinear Text

יר מֵסִ
He taketh away

H5493

ב לֵ
the heart

H3820

י ראָשֵׁ
of the chief

H7218

עַם
of the people

H5971

רץֶ הָאָ
of the earth

H776

ם יתַּעְֵ ַ ו
and causeth them to wander

H8582

ּ הו בתְֹּ
in a wilderness

H8414

לֹא
H3808

דָֽרךֶ׃ְ
where there is no way

H1870

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 107:40 (Parallel theme): He poureth contempt upon princes, and causeth

them to wander in the wilderness, where there is no way.

Job 12:20 (Parallel theme): He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh

away the understanding of the aged.
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