
Job 10:14
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me

from mine iniquity. 

Analysis

Job describes divine watchfulness: 'If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt

not  acquit  me from mine  iniquity.'  The  verb  'markest'  (shamar, (ש�ָׁמַר   means  to

watch, guard, or observe closely. 'Acquit' (naqah, ָׁקָׁה means to declare innocent (נ

or  cleanse.  Job  protests  God's  prosecutorial  vigilance—watching  for  sin  to

condemn  rather  than  extending  grace  to  forgive.  Every  sin  is  noticed  and

punished; no mercy is granted.

Job's complaint raises profound questions about divine justice and mercy. Is God

only  prosecutor,  never  advocate?  Only  judge,  never  redeemer?  Job's  limited

revelation makes God seem harsh. But fuller biblical revelation shows God as both

just and justifier (Romans 3:26)—He doesn't overlook sin but provided the sacrifice

that satisfies justice while extending mercy. Job wants acquittal; God will provide it

through Christ's righteousness.

The  believer's  experience  differs  from Job's  dread:  'There  is  therefore  now no

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus' (Romans 8:1). God does mark our

sins—every  one—but  Christ  bore  their  penalty.  Divine  watchfulness  becomes

providential care rather than prosecutorial surveillance. The Father watches not to

condemn but to conform us to Christ's image.
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Historical Context

Ancient  Near Eastern concepts of  divine justice often emphasized retribution—

gods  punished  sin  severely.  Job's  complaint  reflects  this  understanding  while

longing for  something  more—mercy  that  transcends  mere  justice.  This  longing

finds fulfillment in gospel grace.

Related Passages

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

How does Christ's bearing of our sins transform divine watchfulness from

threatening surveillance to caring providence?

What does Job's complaint teach about the insufficiency of mere justice

without mercy?

In what ways does the gospel provide the acquittal Job desperately seeks?

Interlinear Text

אִם
H518

אתיִ חָׁטָׁ
If I sin
H2398

ניִ ושּ�ְמַרתְָּׁ
then thou markest

H8104

י ִ מֵעֲוֺנ ּ ו
me from mine iniquity

H5771

א לֹ
H3808

תנְקֵַּֽניִ׃
me and thou wilt not acquit

H5352

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Job 7:21 (Sin):  And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away

mine iniquity? for now shall I  sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the

morning, but I shall not be.

Psalms 130:3 (Parallel theme): If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord,

who shall stand?

Psalms 139:1 (Parallel theme): O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.

Job 9:28 (Parallel theme): I am afraid of all my sorrows, I know that thou wilt not

hold me innocent.

Exodus  34:7 (Sin):  Keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgiving  iniquity  and

transgression  and sin,  and that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty;  visiting  the

iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the

third and to the fourth generation.

Numbers 14:18 (Sin):  The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving

iniquity  and  transgression,  and  by  no  means  clearing  the  guilty,  visiting  the

iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.
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