Jeremiah 42:7

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the LORD

came unto Jeremiah.

Analysis

The waiting period—'And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the LORD
came unto Jeremiah'—demonstrates several spiritual principles. First, God's timing
differs from human urgency; the ten-day wait tested the people's patience and
sincerity. Second, prophetic revelation requires divine initiative (‘the word of the
LORD came'), not human conjuring. Jeremiah couldn't generate God's word on
demand but had to wait for divine communication. Third, the delay reveals that
genuine guidance-seeking requires patience rather than immediate answers
confirming predetermined choices. For the remnant positioned near Bethlehem
ready to flee to Egypt, ten days of waiting tested whether they truly wanted God's
will or merely prophetic rubber-stamp for their plans. The verse's simplicity—
stating fact without explaining the delay—suggests such waiting periods were
normal in prophetic ministry. Moses waited on Sinai, Ezekiel sat stunned seven
days before prophesying (Ezekiel 3:15), Daniel fasted twenty-one days before
receiving revelation (Daniel 10:2-14). This pattern challenges modern expectations
of instant spiritual guidance, emphasizing that genuine divine direction often
requires patient waiting that tests and refines our motives for seeking it. The
remnant's willingness to wait ten days appeared positive but would prove
superficial when God's actual word contradicted their Egypt plans.

Historical Context

The ten-day waiting period occurred while the remnant remained at Geruth
Chimham near Bethlehem (41:17), positioned between Jerusalem's ruins and



Egypt. This liminal space—neither fully committed to remaining in Judah nor yet
having fled to Egypt—created tension during the wait. Archaeological evidence
suggests this area maintained some habitation despite Jerusalem's destruction,
allowing the remnant to await Jeremiah's word with basic supplies and security.
The ten-day duration wasn't unusual for prophetic consultation; Moses spent forty
days on Sinai (Exodus 24:18), and other prophets experienced various waiting
periods. That Jeremiah didn't receive instant revelation demonstrates authentic
prophecy's nature—prophets received God's word when He chose to speak, not on
human timetables. The waiting tested whether the community genuinely desired
God's will or merely wanted quick validation of their Egypt plans. Their ability to
wait ten days without scattering or immediately fleeing showed some degree of
communal cohesion and nominal respect for prophetic process. However,
subsequent events revealed this patience was superficial—when God's word finally
came commanding them to stay in Judah, they rejected it violently (43:2-3),
showing they had used the waiting period to steel their resolve for Egypt rather
than open their hearts to God's actual direction.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith

Study Questions

1. How does God's use of waiting periods in revealing His will test and refine
our motivations for seeking guidance?

2. What does the ten-day delay teach about the difference between authentic
prophetic revelation and immediate answers that merely confirm our
preferences?

3. In what ways do believers use waiting periods to harden resolve toward
predetermined choices rather than opening hearts to God's actual direction?
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Psalms 27:14 (References Lord): Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

Isaiah 28:16 (References Lord): Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay
in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.
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