
Jeremiah 41:18
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Because of the Chaldeans: for they were afraid of them,

because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the

son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made governor in

the land. 

Analysis

The  remnant's  motivation  for  fleeing  to  Egypt  is  explained:  'Because  of  the

Chaldeans: for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah

had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon made governor in

the land.' This verse articulates their fear: Babylon would hold the entire Jewish

remnant responsible for Ishmael's murder of the governor and Babylonian officials.

The phrase 'they were afraid' shows fear drove their decision rather than faith or

divine  guidance.  Their  fear  wasn't  entirely  irrational—ancient  Near  Eastern

empires  often  practiced  collective  punishment,  and  Babylon  had  no  reason  to

distinguish between Ishmael's criminal band and the broader Jewish population.

However, fear-based pragmatism led them to reject God's purposes. Chapter 42

records how they asked Jeremiah for divine guidance but had already decided on

Egypt,  merely  seeking  prophetic  rubber-stamp  for  their  predetermined  choice.

When Jeremiah returned with God's word commanding them to remain in Judah

and promising protection (42:9-12), they accused him of lying (43:2-3) and forced

him to  accompany them to  Egypt  (43:6-7).  This  pattern—asking God's  will  but

rejecting  it  when  it  conflicts  with  fear-based  calculations—remains  tragically

common. The irony is that their flight to Egypt fulfilled the judgment they feared:

they ended up in exile anyway, but in Egypt rather than Babylon, and outside God's

promised restoration.
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Historical Context

The  fear  of  Chaldean  (Babylonian)  reprisal  was  historically  justified.  Ancient

empires regularly punished entire populations for rebellions or assassinations of

appointed governors. The murder of Babylonian officials at Mizpah (41:3) would

particularly enrage Nebuchadnezzar, as it suggested organized resistance rather

than mere internal Jewish conflict. Babylon's standard response to such incidents

involved military expeditions to crush resistance and deport or execute survivors.

However,  the  remnant's  fear  overlooked  several  factors:  they  had  rescued

Gedaliah's murder victims, Johanan had pursued Ishmael demonstrating opposition

to his  actions,  and most  importantly,  God had specific purposes for  a  remnant

remaining in Judah (Jeremiah 42:10-12). Archaeological evidence suggests Judah

remained largely depopulated after 586 BC, with minimal Babylonian presence—

the empire didn't invest heavily in controlling an economically devastated region.

This made massive reprisals less likely than the remnant feared. Their flight to

Egypt fulfilled the ironic judgment that those who feared Babylonian sword and

famine  would  find  sword  and  famine  in  Egypt  (42:15-17,  44:12-14).  Historical

records indicate Jewish communities in Egypt did develop during this period, but

they  existed  outside  the  covenant  promises  and  didn't  participate  in  the

restoration under Cyrus (539-538 BC).

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Study Questions

How does fear of legitimate threats sometimes blind believers to God's

specific promises of protection and provision?

What does the remnant's flight to Egypt teach about how consulting God for

guidance while having already decided our course prevents genuine

obedience?

1. 

2. 
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In what ways do believers today choose fear-based pragmatism over faith-

based obedience when both options involve genuine risk?

Interlinear Text

ם מִפּנְיֵהֶ
Because

H6440

ים ִּ הַכשְַּׂד
of the Chaldeans

H3778

י ִּ כ
H3588

ּ ו ירָאְ
for they were afraid

H3372

ם מִפּנְיֵהֶ
Because

H6440

כיִּֽ
H3588

ה ָּ הִכ
had slain

H5221

אל יִשְׁמָעֵ
of them because Ishmael

H3458

בןֶּ
the son
H1121

ה ָ נתְנַיְ
of Nethaniah

H5418

אֶת
H853

ּ הו ָ גדְַּליְ
Gedaliah

H1436

בןֶּ
the son
H1121

ם אֲחִיקָ
of Ahikam

H296

אֲשֶׁר
H834

יד הִפקְִ
made governor

H6485

ְ לךֶ מֶֽ
whom the king

H4428

ל בבֶָּ
of Babylon

H894

באָָּֽרץֶ׃
in the land

H776

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 40:5 (Kingdom): Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, Go back

also to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon

hath made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people:

or go wheresoever it seemeth convenient unto thee to go. So the captain of the

guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go.

Jeremiah 42:16 (Parallel  theme):  Then it  shall  come to  pass,  that  the  sword,

which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine,

whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after you there in Egypt; and there ye

shall die.

Isaiah 57:11 (Parallel theme): And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that

thou hast lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? have not I

held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not?

Jeremiah 42:11 (Kingdom): Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are

afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the LORD: for I am with you to save you, and to

deliver you from his hand.

3. 
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