
Jeremiah 28:3
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the

vessels of the LORD'S house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to

Babylon: 

Analysis

Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the

LORD'S house—Hananiah makes his prophecy testable by providing a specific

timeline:  od shnatayim yamim (ימִָים ש�ְׁנתָיִַם  ,(עוֹד   literally  'yet  two years  of  days,'

meaning within two full years. The vessels of the LORD'S house were the sacred

temple implements Nebuchadnezzar confiscated in 597 BC (2 Kings 24:13). Their

return  would  signal  covenant  restoration.  That  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of

Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to Babylon—Hananiah

acknowledges the historical facts but reframes them as temporary.

By  providing  a  specific,  short-term timeframe,  Hananiah  inadvertently  subjects

himself to Deuteronomy 18:21-22's test: if the prophecy doesn't occur, the prophet

wasn't speaking for God. This should have made people cautious, but the appealing

message overcame prudence. The vessels' significance went beyond utility—they

represented God's presence and covenant relationship. Their captivity in Babylon

symbolized Israel's exile; their return would mean restoration. Hananiah promises

both physical artifacts and spiritual reality will return quickly. Jeremiah 27:19-22

had already addressed these vessels, saying they'd remain in Babylon until God's

appointed time—making Hananiah's prophecy a direct contradiction.
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Historical Context

The temple vessels captured in 597 BC included items from Solomon's original

construction. Their presence in Babylon was theologically troubling—did it mean

God's  glory  had  departed?  Could  worship  continue  without  them?  Hananiah's

promise  addressed  real  anxieties.  The  two-year  timeline  (594-592  BC)  was

strategically  chosen:  long enough to  seem plausible,  short  enough to  maintain

urgency for rebellion against Babylon. If Judah joined the anti-Babylon coalition

forming in 594 BC, and if Babylon fell to this alliance, the vessels could indeed

return.  Hananiah's  prophecy  thus  had  political  dimensions—it  encouraged

rebellion  by  promising  divine  backing.  When  the  two  years  passed  without

fulfillment, and when Babylon crushed the rebellion, taking more vessels in 586 BC

(2 Kings 25:13-17), Hananiah's prophecy was definitively proven false. But by then,

he was dead (Jeremiah 28:17).

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

What are the dangers of setting specific timelines for God's promised

deliverance?

How did the temple vessels function symbolically, and what does their exile

and eventual return teach about God's presence?

In what ways do false prophets today make testable predictions that provide

short-term hope but long-term destruction?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

וֹד׀ בְּׁע
H5750

יִם ש�ְׁנתַָ
years
H8141

ים ימִָ
Within two full

H3117

י ִ אֲנ
H589

מֵש�ִיב
will I bring again

H7725

אֶל
H413

וֹם הַמָּק
from this place

H4725

ה ֶּ הַז
H2088

אֶֽת
H853

כלָּ
H3605

י ְּׁלֵ כ
all the vessels

H3627

ית בֵּ
house
H1004

ה ָ ְׁהו י
of the LORD'S

H3068

ר אֲש�ֶ
H834

ח לקַָ
took away

H3947

ר ַּ ְׁבוכּדַנאֶצ נ
that Nebuchadnezzar

H5019

ְׁ לךֶ מֶֽ
king
H4428

בבָּלֶֽ׃
of Babylon

H894

מִן
H4480

וֹם הַמָּק
from this place

H4725

ה ֶּ הַז
H2088

ם ְׁביִאֵ ויַ
and carried

H935

בבָּלֶֽ׃
of Babylon

H894

Additional Cross-References

2 Kings 24:13 (Kingdom):  And he carried out  thence all  the treasures of  the

house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the

vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD,

as the LORD had said.

2  Chronicles  36:10 (Kingdom):  And  when  the  year  was  expired,  king

Nebuchadnezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of the

house of the LORD, and made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.

Daniel 1:2 (Kingdom): And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,

with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of

Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house

of his god.
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