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Judah to Serve Nebuchadnezzar

1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah came this

word unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Thus saith the LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy

neck,

3 And send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the

Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the

messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah;

4 And command them to say unto their masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the

God of Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters;

5 I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my

great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed

meet unto me.

6 And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of

Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve

him.

7 And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son, until the very time

of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves

of him.

8 And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the

same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under

the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the
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sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them

by his hand.

9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your

dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you,

saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon:

10 For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I

should drive you out, and ye should perish.

11 But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and

serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they

shall till it, and dwell therein.

12 I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring

your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people,

and live.

13 Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the

pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the nation that will not serve the

king of Babylon?

14 Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you,

saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.

15 For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name;

that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that

prophesy unto you.

16 Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the LORD;

Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying,

Behold, the vessels of the LORD'S house shall now shortly be brought again from

Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.

17 Hearken not unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this

city be laid waste?

18 But if they be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with them, let them now

make intercession to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the
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house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go

not to Babylon.

19 For thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea,

and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that remain

in this city,

20 Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away captive

Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all

the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem;

21 Yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that

remain in the house of the LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah and of

Jerusalem;

22 They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be until the day that I visit

them, saith the LORD; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this place.

HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

God — אֱלֹהִים (Elohim)

God (plural of majesty)

The Hebrew Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) is a plural form
denoting majesty and fullness of deity. Though
grammatically plural, it takes singular verbs
when referring to the one true God, suggesting
the Trinity's plurality within unity.

Kingdom — ּמַלכְות (Malkhut)

Kingdom, reign, royal power

The Hebrew malkhut (ּמַלכְות) denotes kingdom
or royal rule—the realm and reign of a king.
God's kingdom represents His sovereign rule
over all creation.

Lord — ָיהְוהָ / אֲדֹני (YHWH / Adonai)

The LORD / Lord

When 'LORD' appears in small capitals, it
represents the Tetragrammaton YHWH (ָיהְוה),
God's personal covenant name meaning 'I AM.'
When 'Lord' appears normally, it's Adonai (ָאֲדֹני),
meaning 'my Lord,' emphasizing sovereignty.

Priest — ֹּהֵן כ (Kohen)

Priest

The Hebrew kohen (ֹּהֵן denotes a priest—one (כ
who mediates between God and people through
sacrifices and intercession. Aaron and his
descendants served as Israel's priests,
foreshadowing Christ the Great High Priest.
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Prophet — נבָיִא (Navi)

Prophet, spokesman

The Hebrew navi (נבָיִא) means prophet—one who
speaks God's word to the people. Prophets
received divine revelation and declared God's
message, often calling Israel to repentance and
foretelling future events.

Word — ָָּבר ד (Davar)

Word, thing, matter

The Hebrew davar (ָָּבר means word, thing, or (ד
matter—God's creative and authoritative speech.
'By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made' (Psalm 33:6).
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