
Jeremiah 23:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the

seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from

all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell

in their own land. 

Analysis

This  verse  completes  the  thought  from verse  7,  specifying  what  the  new oath

formula will be. Instead of swearing 'As the LORD liveth that brought up Israel

from Egypt,' God's people will swear 'As the LORD liveth who brought up the seed

of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I had

driven  them.'  The  'north  country'  refers  primarily  to  Babylon  but  symbolically

represents all places of exile and dispersion.

The phrase 'seed of the house of Israel' is significant. It emphasizes continuity—

this is still Abraham's seed, still the covenant people—but also transformation. The

people brought back will not merely be ethnic descendants but a remnant purified

through judgment. This points to Paul's argument in Romans 9:6-8 that 'they are

not all Israel, which are of Israel,' and only the children of promise are counted for

the seed. The true seed is ultimately Christ (Galatians 3:16), and those in Christ

become Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise.

The final phrase, 'and they shall dwell in their own land,' promises restoration not

just to a geographical location but to covenant relationship with God. In Christ,

believers inherit 'a better country, that is, an heavenly' (Hebrews 11:16). The new

Jerusalem  descends  from  heaven  (Revelation  21:2),  and  God  dwells  with  His

people eternally. The land promise finds its ultimate fulfillment not in reclaiming

Palestine but in inheriting the new creation.
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Historical Context

Jews did return from Babylon in 538 BC and later waves, but the return was partial

and disappointing.  The greater  fulfillment  began at  Pentecost  when the gospel

went  forth  and  Jews  from  'every  nation  under  heaven'  (Acts  2:5)  heard  the

message and believed. The church became the renewed Israel, gathered from all

nations  through  the  gospel.  This  gathering  continues  until  Christ  returns  to

complete the work, bringing all His elect home to the Father.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How does the gathering from 'all countries' point forward to the multi-ethnic,

international nature of the church?

What does it mean that God takes responsibility for both the scattering

('whither I had driven them') and the gathering?

In what ways do we experience dwelling in our 'own land' now as believers,

and what awaits us in the future?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

י ִּ כ
H3588

אִם
H518

חַי
liveth
H2416

ה ָ יהְו
But The LORD

H3068

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

הֶעֱלהָ
which brought up

H5927

ר ואֲַשֶׁ
H834

יא הֵבִ
and which led

H935

אֶת
H853

רעַ ֶ ז
the seed

H2233

ית בֵּ
of the house

H1004

יִשְׂראֵָל
of Israel

H3478

וֹת הָֽאֲרצָ
and from all countries

H776

וֹנהָ צפָ
out of the north

H6828

ֹּל ומִּכ
H3605

וֹת הָֽאֲרצָ
and from all countries

H776

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ים חְתִּ ַּ הִד
whither I had driven

H5080

ם שָׁ
H8033

ּ ו ויְשְָׁב
them and they shall dwell

H3427

עַל
H5921

אַדְמָתםָֽ׃
in their own land

H127

Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 34:13 (References Israel): And I will bring them out from the people, and

gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed

them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of

the country.

Isaiah 14:1 (References Lord):  For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will

yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land: and the strangers shall be joined

with them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.

Jeremiah 23:3 (Parallel theme): And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of

all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds;

and they shall be fruitful and increase.

Ezekiel 39:28 (References Lord): Then shall they know that I am the LORD their

God, which caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have

gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there.
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Ezekiel 36:24 (Parallel theme): For I will take you from among the heathen, and

gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.

Ezekiel 37:25 (Parallel theme): And they shall dwell in the land that I have given

unto  Jacob my servant,  wherein  your  fathers  have  dwelt;  and they  shall  dwell

therein, even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever: and

my servant David shall be their prince for ever.

Zephaniah 3:20 (References Lord): At that time will I bring you again, even in the

time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of

the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.
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