
James 1:2
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers

temptations; 

Analysis

My brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when ye  fall  into  divers  temptations. This

startling command introduces one of Scripture's most counterintuitive principles:

joy in trials. The Greek verb  hēgēsasthe (ἡγήσασθε, "count" or "consider") is an

imperative  denoting  deliberate  rational  judgment,  not  mere  emotion.  James

commands believers to make a conscious choice to regard trials as occasions for

charan (χαράν, "joy")—not superficial happiness but deep spiritual gladness rooted

in God's purposes.

"All joy" (pasan charan,  πᾶσαν χαράν) means pure, unmixed, complete joy—not

partial  or  grudging  acceptance.  The  phrase  "when  ye  fall  into"  (peripesēte,

περιπέσητε) literally means "to fall around" or "be surrounded by," depicting trials

as  unavoidable  circumstances  that  encompass  us.  The  word "divers"  (poikilois,

ποικίλοις)  means  "various"  or  "multi-colored,"  indicating  that  trials  come  in

different forms: persecution, illness, poverty, relational conflict, or spiritual attack.

"Temptations" (peirasmois, πειρασμοῖς) can mean either external trials or internal

temptations.  Context  determines  meaning;  here,  James  refers  to  external

hardships that test and prove faith. The same circumstances that test believers'

faith can become temptations to sin when faced wrongly (1:13-15).  God allows

trials to refine us; Satan exploits trials to destroy us. Our response determines

which purpose prevails.

1



Historical Context

James's original readers faced severe persecution: economic discrimination, social

ostracism, imprisonment,  and even martyrdom. Archaeological  evidence reveals

that  early  Christians  often  lost  jobs,  faced  eviction,  and  suffered  property

confiscation.  Roman  historian  Tacitus  described  Christians  as  "hated  for  their

abominations"  and  blamed for  disasters.  Suetonius  recorded  expulsion  of  Jews

(including Jewish Christians) from Rome under Claudius (AD 49).

Against this backdrop, James's command to "count it all joy" wasn't mere religious

platitude  but  radical  reorientation  of  suffering's  meaning.  While  Greco-Roman

philosophy advocated stoic endurance and Jewish martyrology emphasized heroic

defiance,  James  presents  distinctly  Christian  perspective:  trials  are  divinely

orchestrated opportunities for spiritual maturation. This echoes Jesus' teaching in

the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:10-12) and His promise of tribulation (John 16:33).

The  early  church's  response  to  persecution  became  a  powerful  evangelistic

witness.  Tertullian  famously  wrote,  "The  blood  of  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the

church." Believers' joyful endurance under suffering attracted converts who saw

supernatural  power  at  work.  Modern  archaeological  discoveries  of  Christian

epitaphs show believers facing death with hope and confidence, not despair.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

What specific trial are you currently facing, and how can you practice

"counting it all joy" by identifying God's sanctifying purposes?

How does the command to rejoice in trials challenge the prosperity gospel or

"best life now" mentality prevalent in contemporary Christianity?

1. 

2. 
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In what practical ways can Christian community help believers maintain joy

during extended seasons of hardship?

Interlinear Text

Πᾶσαν
all
G3956

χαρὰν
joy
G5479

ἡγήσασθε
count it

G2233

ἀδελφοί
brethren

G80

μου
My
G3450

ὅταν
when
G3752

πειρασμοῖς
temptations

G3986

περιπέσητε
ye fall
G4045

ποικίλοις
into divers

G4164

Additional Cross-References

James 1:12 (Parallel  theme):  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for

when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised

to them that love him.

Philippians 1:29 (Parallel theme): For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,

not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

2 Peter 2:9 (Parallel theme):  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of

temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

Colossians 1:24 (Parallel theme): Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and

fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's

sake, which is the church:

Revelation 2:10 (Parallel  theme):  Fear  none of  those  things  which  thou shalt

suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried;

and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give

thee a crown of life.

Acts 5:41 (Parallel theme):  And they departed from the presence of the council,

rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.

3. 
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Hebrews 10:34 (Parallel theme): For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and

took joyfully the spoiling of  your goods,  knowing in yourselves that ye have in

heaven a better and an enduring substance.

Philippians 2:17 (Parallel theme): Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and

service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.
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