
Isaiah 24:21
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall

punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the

kings of the earth upon the earth. 

Analysis

It shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the

high ones that are on high—The phrase tseva ha-marom ba-marom (host of the

height in the height) refers to spiritual powers, not merely earthly rulers. These

'high  ones'  are  likely  the  principalities  and  powers  Paul  describes:  'spiritual

wickedness in high places' (Ephesians 6:12). The verb paqad (visit, punish, reckon

with)  indicates  judicial  accountability.  And the kings of  the earth upon the

earth—After judging the spiritual powers above, God judges earthly rulers below.

The dual judgment—celestial then terrestrial—reveals a biblical worldview where

earthly events reflect spiritual realities.

This passage unveils the cosmic scope of God's final judgment. Evil operates on

two  levels:  demonic  powers  manipulating  human  affairs,  and  human  kings

executing  wickedness.  God  judges  both.  Daniel  10:13,  20  describes  'princes'

(spiritual  beings) over Persia and Greece;  here they face reckoning.  Revelation

20:10  depicts  Satan's  final  judgment  before  human  judgment  (20:11-15).  This

verse assures oppressed believers: both the seen and unseen enemies of God will

face justice. No evil escapes—neither principalities nor presidents, neither demons

nor dictators.
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Historical Context

Ancient Near Eastern worldviews recognized spiritual beings governing nations

(Deuteronomy 32:8 LXX). Jewish apocalyptic literature (1 Enoch, Testament of the

Twelve Patriarchs) elaborated this concept. Early Christians understood demonic

forces  behind  idolatrous  empires.  The  Reformation  emphasized  Christ's  victory

over these powers (Colossians 2:15), though debate continues whether 'high ones'

are angels, demons, or earthly rulers with spiritual titles.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does recognizing spiritual powers behind earthly evil change how we

pray and engage in spiritual warfare?

What comfort does it provide that God judges not only human evildoers but

also the demonic forces empowering them?

How does Christ's victory on the cross already accomplish what this verse

prophesies about judging evil powers?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

והְָיהָ
H1961

וֹם ּ ביַּ
And it shall come to pass in that day

H3117

ואּ הַה
H1931

ד יִפקְֹ
shall punish

H6485

ה ָ יהְו
that the LORD

H3068

עַל
H5921

א צבְָ
the host

H6635

וֹם במַָּּר
of the high ones

H4791

וֹם במַָּּר
of the high ones

H4791

ועְַל
H5921

י מַלכְֵ
and the kings

H4428

הָאֲדָמָֽה׃
of the earth

H127

עַל
H5921

הָאֲדָמָֽה׃
of the earth

H127

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 76:12 (Kingdom): He shall cut off the spirit of princes: he is terrible to the

kings of the earth.

Isaiah 10:12 (Kingdom): Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath

performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the

fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.
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