Hosea 4:11

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.

Analysis

Intoxication and harlotry: 'Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.'
The triad—sexual immorality (n1a1, zenut) and intoxication (j!, yayin; vinm, tirosh)
—'take away the heart' (27 ny!, yiqgqach-lev), meaning steal understanding/
judgment. These sins particularly characterized Baal fertility cult worship: ritual
prostitution and drunken revelries. The ‘'heart' (27, lev) in Hebrew thought
represents mind, will, affections—the center of personhood. When stolen, moral
discernment vanishes. Paul similarly describes depravity: God gives them over to
debased mind (Romans 1:28). These sins aren't merely individual moral failures
but corporate apostasy—Israel's worship had become indistinguishable from pagan
fertility cults. Only Christ restores the heart through new birth (Ezekiel 36:26, 2
Corinthians 5:17).

Historical Context

Baal worship, dominant Canaanite fertility religion, involved ritual prostitution
(male and female cult prostitutes, Deuteronomy 23:17) and sacred meals with
wine. Israelites syncretized YHWH worship with Baal practices, justifying it as
cultural adaptation. Archaeological discoveries at Kuntillet Ajrud show 'YHWH and
his Asherah' inscriptions, confirming this syncretism. The wine and sexual imagery
also point to economic prosperity enabling moral laxity—wealth afforded excess.
Hosea confronts this corruption directly: these practices destroy discernment,
making worshipers incapable of recognizing truth. Church history shows similar
patterns: prosperity and cultural accommodation often precede moral and
doctrinal decline.



Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation
Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith
Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth
Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ
Study Questions
1. How do sexual immorality and substance abuse particularly attack sound
judgment and spiritual discernment?

2. What does it mean that certain sins 'take away the heart,' and how does
Christ restore what sin has stolen?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Proverbs 20:1 (Parallel theme): Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and

whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.

Isaiah 28:7 (Parallel theme): But they also have erred through wine, and through

strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through

strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through

strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.

Luke 21:34 (Parallel theme): And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your

hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and

so that day come upon you unawares.



From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org



	Hosea 4:11
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


