
Hebrews 9:17
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is

of no strength at all while the testator liveth. 

Analysis

A will 'is in force only when somebody has died; it has no power at all while the

testator lives.' This legal principle establishes why Christ's death was necessary -

not  just  forensically  (to  pay  sin's  debt)  but  covenantally  (to  activate  the  new

covenant  promises).  The  inheritance  can't  be  received  until  the  testator  dies.

Christ's death released the full blessing of the new covenant to His people.

Historical Context

Roman and Jewish inheritance law both required the testator's death to activate

the  will.  The  author  uses  familiar  legal  concepts  to  explain  the  theological

necessity of Christ's death for covenant inauguration.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

Why was it necessary for Christ to die to release covenant blessings, and not

simply decree them?
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How does your status as an heir of Christ's testament affect your view of

present trials and future hope?

Interlinear Text

διαθήκη
a testament

G1242

γὰρ
For
G1063

ἐπὶ
after
G1909

νεκροῖς
men are dead

G3498

βεβαία
is of force

G949

ἐπεὶ
otherwise

G1893

μήποτε
at all
G3379

ἰσχύει
it is of
G2480

ὅτε
while
G3753

ζῇ
liveth
G2198

ὁ
G3588

διαθέμενος
the testator

G1303

Additional Cross-References

Genesis 48:21 (Parallel theme):  And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but

God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers.
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