Hebrews 9:14

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your

conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Analysis

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? This verse presents the magnificent superiority
of Christ's sacrifice over Old Testament animal sacrifices. The phrase "how much
more" (poso mallon, méow p&AAov) introduces an argument from lesser to greater
—if animal blood accomplished ceremonial cleansing (v. 13), Christ's blood
accomplishes infinitely more.

"“The blood of Christ" represents His entire sacrificial death, the shedding of His
life for sinners. "Through the eternal Spirit" (dia pneumatos aioniou, &w«x
mvedpatog alwviov) may refer to Christ's divine nature (His eternal spirit as God),
the Holy Spirit's role in the offering, or both. This emphasizes the sacrifice's divine
quality—not merely human suffering but God offering Himself. "Offered himself"
(heauton prosénenken, £avtov mpoonveykev) stresses Christ's voluntary, self-
initiated sacrifice (John 10:18). He was both priest and offering, actively
presenting Himself to the Father.

"Without spot" (amomos, Guwpoc) means unblemished, perfect, without moral
defect. Old Testament sacrifices required physical perfection (Leviticus 22:19-25);
Christ's perfection was moral and spiritual, qualifying Him as the ultimate
sacrifice. The result: His blood purges "your conscience from dead works"
(katharisei tén syneidésin hymon apo nekron ergon, kabapiel T ocvveidnow dpdY



Ao vekp®V Epywv). Unlike animal blood that cleansed ceremonially, Christ's blood
cleanses the conscience—removing guilt, shame, and condemnation. "Dead works"
are acts done in spiritual death, whether outright sins or religious activities
performed without faith (both spiritually dead and producing death). The purpose:
"to serve the living God" (eis to latreuein theo zonti, €i¢ t0 Aatpedew Oe® (OVTY—
freed from guilt, we can worship and serve God with clean consciences and joyful
hearts.

Historical Context

The contrast between animal sacrifices and Christ's sacrifice dominated early
Christian preaching to Jews. The entire Levitical system depended on repeated
sacrifices that could cleanse ceremonially but never remove guilt's root (Hebrews
10:1-4, 11). Jewish Christians familiar with daily temple sacrifices, annual Day of
Atonement rituals, and constant consciousness of sin needed to understand
Christianity's radical superiority. Christ's once-for-all sacrifice (Hebrews 9:26,
10:10) ended the need for repetition because it accomplished what animal blood
never could—internal transformation, guilt removal, conscience cleansing. The
Holy Spirit's role in Christ's offering reflects Trinitarian cooperation in redemption
—the Father planning, the Son accomplishing, the Spirit empowering. For
believers tempted to return to temple worship's familiarity and externality, this
verse declared the old system's obsolescence. Why return to shadows when you
possess the substance? Why pursue ceremonial cleansing when Christ provides
conscience purification?

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith
Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith
Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds



Study Questions

1. How does Christ offering Himself 'through the eternal Spirit' demonstrate the
sacrifice's infinite worth?

2. What 'dead works' might burden your conscience, and how does Christ's
blood purge them?

3. Why is cleansing the conscience essential for genuine service to God?

4. How does understanding Christ as both priest and sacrifice deepen your
appreciation for His work?

5. In what ways does a purged conscience enable more effective and joyful
Christian service?

Interlinear Text

méocw p&AAov TO alpx  TOoD Xplotod OC Ol

How much more G3588  the blood 63588 of Christ who through
64214 63123 6129 65547 63739 61223

IVEVPATOC alwbiov E€XVLTOV IMPOCTVEYKED GUWHOY  TQ

Spirit the eternal himself offered without spot 63588
64151 6166 61438 64374 6299

Oe® Kabaplel TNY ovvelbnow LUV &m0 VEKPOV E£PYwD

God purge G3588 conscience your from dead works
62316 62511 64893 65216 G575 63498 62041

el TO Aatpedew 0Os® Chvtt

to G3588 serve God the living
61519 63000 62316 62198

Additional Cross-References

Hebrews 10:22 (Parallel theme): Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water.



1 Peter 1:19 (Blood): But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot:

1 John 1:7 (Blood): But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.

Hebrews 9:12 (Eternal Life): Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us.

1 Peter 2:24 (Parallel theme): Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.

1 Peter 3:18 (Spirit): For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit:

Hebrews 7:27 (Parallel theme): Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to
offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did
once, when he offered up himself.

Titus 2:14 (Parallel theme): Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

Hebrews 1:3 (Parallel theme): Who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high;

1 Peter 4:2 (References God): That he no longer should live the rest of his time in
the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.
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