
Hebrews 10:32
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye

were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 

Analysis

But  call  to  remembrance  the  former  days,  in  which,  after  ye  were

illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; After the stern warning

(10:26-31), the author shifts to encouragement, urging readers to remember their

faithful  past.  "Call  to  remembrance"  (anamimnēskesthe,  ἀναμιμνήσκεσθε)  is

present  imperative—keep  on  remembering,  continually  recall.  Memory  of  past

faithfulness encourages present perseverance. Spiritual amnesia leads to apostasy;

remembering God's work in us strengthens faith.

"The  former  days"  (tas  proteron  hēmeras,  τὰς  πρότερον  ἡμέρας)  refers  to  the

readers'  early  Christian  experience.  "After  ye  were  illuminated"  (phōtisthentes,

φωτισθέντες) means enlightened, brought to light. This is conversion language—

moving from darkness to light  (Acts 26:18,  Ephesians 5:8,  Colossians 1:12-13).

They had experienced genuine spiritual enlightenment through the gospel.

"Ye endured a great fight of afflictions" (pollēn athlēsin hypemeinate pathēmatōn,

πολλὴν ἄθλησιν ὑπεμείνατε παθημάτων) describes sustained suffering.  Athlēsin

means  contest,  conflict,  struggle—athletic  imagery  of  intense  exertion.

Hypemeinate means you endured, persevered, remained under the load. They had

previously  demonstrated  the  very  perseverance  the  author  now  calls  them  to

continue. Past faithfulness under suffering provides evidence of genuine faith and

encouragement to persist.
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Historical Context

The original readers had suffered significant persecution for their Christian faith.

While  the  exact  nature  isn't  specified,  it  likely  involved  social  ostracism  from

Jewish community, economic hardship (loss of employment, seizure of property),

public mockery, and physical abuse. This matches the pattern of early Christian

experience under both Jewish and Roman opposition (Acts 8:1-3, 1 Thessalonians

2:14).

The reminder of past faithfulness served strategic purposes. First, it distinguished

them from false professors who never genuinely believed. True converts endure

persecution; false professors fall away when tested (Matthew 13:20-21). Second, it

proved  they  possessed  genuine  faith  capable  of  perseverance.  If  they  endured

before,  they can endure again.  Third,  it  provided encouragement—they weren't

spiritual novices but veterans who had already fought and won battles.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How can remembering your early Christian experiences of God's work in your

life encourage current faithfulness?

What role does community memory (remembering how God has worked

among His people historically) play in perseverance?

In what ways might spiritual amnesia contribute to wavering faith or

compromise?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

Ἀναμιμνῄσκεσθε
call to remembrance

G363

δὲ
But
G1161

τὰς
G3588

πρότερον
the former

G4386

ἡμέρας
days
G2250

ἐν
in

G1722

αἷς
which
G3739

φωτισθέντες
after ye were illuminated

G5461

πολλὴν
a great
G4183

ἄθλησιν
fight
G119

ὑπεμείνατε
ye endured

G5278

παθημάτων
of afflictions

G3804

Additional Cross-References

Hebrews  12:4 (Parallel  theme):  Ye  have  not  yet  resisted  unto  blood,  striving

against sin.

Hebrews  6:4 (Parallel  theme):  For  it  is  impossible  for  those  who  were  once

enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the

Holy Ghost,

Revelation 3:3 (Parallel theme): Remember therefore how thou hast received and

heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on

thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

Colossians 2:1 (Parallel theme):  For I would that ye knew what great conflict I

have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face

in the flesh;

Philippians  3:16 (Parallel  theme):  Nevertheless,  whereto  we  have  already

attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.

2 John 1:8 (Parallel  theme):  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things

which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

Revelation  2:5 (Parallel  theme):  Remember  therefore  from  whence  thou  art

fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and

will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

Acts 26:18 (Parallel theme): To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness

to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness

of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
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2 Corinthians 4:6 (Parallel theme):  For God, who commanded the light to shine

out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
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