
Habakkuk 1:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more

fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall

spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far;

they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 

Analysis

Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than

the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their

horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to

eat. This  verse  employs  vivid  animal  imagery  to  depict  Babylon's  military

superiority.  Horses  swifter  than  leopards (סוסָּיו ְּּמֵריִם  מִנ  ּ qallu/קַלוּ  minnemerim

susav)—the leopard was the ancient world's symbol of speed. Babylonian cavalry

surpassed even this standard, arriving before enemies could prepare defense.

More fierce  than evening wolves (ֶעֶרב ְּּאֵביֵ  מִז  ּ ְּחַדוּ vechaddu/ו  mizze'eve  erev)—

wolves  hunt  most  aggressively  at  dusk  when  hunger  drives  them  after  a  day

without  food.  This  image  captures  Babylonian  soldiers'  relentless,  ravenous

aggression.  Horsemen shall  spread themselves (פּרָשָ�ָיו  ּ pashu/פּשָ�ו  parashav)—

cavalry deploying across vast  territories,  overwhelming defenses through sheer

geographic scope. Come from far (ּמֵרחָוֹק יבָֹאו/merachok yavo'u)—Babylon's reach

extended from Mesopotamia westward to  Egypt's  borders,  an empire  spanning

hundreds of miles.

Fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat (ְּּנשֶ�ֶר חָש� לאֱֶכוֹל ya'uf kenesher chash/יעָוףּ כ

le'ekhol)—the  eagle  diving  on  prey  combines  speed,  precision,  and  deadly

efficiency. This final image synthesizes the others: unstoppable momentum toward

certain  conquest.  Habakkuk  uses  creation's  most  formidable  predators  to
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communicate  that  resisting  Babylon  is  futile—like  prey  attempting  to  escape

leopards, wolves, and eagles simultaneously.

Historical Context

Babylon's  military  innovations  made them the  ancient  world's  premier  fighting

force.  Their  cavalry tactics,  siege engineering,  and logistical  organization were

unmatched. Nebuchadnezzar's campaigns demonstrated the speed and efficiency

Habakkuk  describes—he  could  move  armies  vast  distances  rapidly,  arrive

unexpectedly, and overwhelm fortified cities. When Babylon besieged Jerusalem,

Judah's defenders faced precisely what the prophet predicted: an enemy swifter,

fiercer,  and  more  relentless  than  anything  they  could  resist.  Archaeological

evidence  from Lachish,  Azekah,  and  other  Judean  cities  shows  the  systematic,

devastating efficiency of Babylonian conquest. The animal imagery wasn't poetic

exaggeration but accurate characterization of military reality.

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does recognizing the overwhelming nature of God's instruments of

judgment (like Babylon) affect our understanding of divine sovereignty?

What does this verse teach about the futility of resisting God's ordained

purposes through human strength?

How should believers respond when facing seemingly unstoppable opposition

or judgment?

1. 

2. 

3. 

2



Interlinear Text

ּ ו ּ ְּקַל ו
also are swifter

H7043

ים ְּּמֵרִ מִנ
than the leopards

H5246

יו סוסָּ
Their horses

H5483

ּ ְּחַדוּ ו
and are more fierce

H2300

ביֵ ְּּאֵ מִז
wolves
H2061

רבֶ עֶ
than the evening

H6153

ּ ש�ו ופָּ
shall spread

H6335

ופּרָֽשָ�ָיו
and their horsemen

H6571

ופּרָֽשָ�ָיו
and their horsemen

H6571

וֹק מֵרחָ
from far

H7350

ּ או יבָֹ
shall come

H935

ּ פו יעָֻ
they shall fly

H5774

ש�ֶר ֶ ְּּנ כ
as the eagle

H5404

ש� חָ
that hasteth

H2363

לאֱֶכוֹֽל׃
to eat
H398

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 4:13 (Parallel  theme):  Behold,  he  shall  come up  as  clouds,  and  his

chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us!

for we are spoiled.

Zephaniah 3:3 (Parallel  theme):  Her princes within her are roaring lions;  her

judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

Jeremiah 5:6 (Parallel theme): Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them,

and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities:

every  one  that  goeth  out  thence  shall  be  torn  in  pieces:  because  their

transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased.

Deuteronomy 28:49 (Parallel theme): The LORD shall bring a nation against thee

from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose

tongue thou shalt not understand;

Ezekiel 17:3 (Parallel theme):  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; A great eagle

with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, which had divers colours, came unto

Lebanon, and took the highest branch of the cedar:

Hosea 8:1 (Parallel theme):  Set the trumpet to thy mouth. He shall come as an

eagle  against  the  house  of  the  LORD,  because  they  have  transgressed  my

covenant, and trespassed against my law.
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