
Galatians 1:22
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which

were in Christ: 

Analysis

And was  unknown by  face  unto  the  churches  of  Judaea  which  were  in

Christ: Paul emphasizes his minimal contact with Judean Christianity. "And was

unknown by face"  (ēmēn de agnoumenos tō  prosōpō,  ἤμην δὲ ἀγνοούμενος τῷ

προσώπῳ)  uses  imperfect  tense  indicating  continuous  state—he  remained

unknown throughout this period.  Agnoeō (ἀγνοέω) means "not know, be ignorant

of." They didn't know him personally, by sight or acquaintance.

"Unto  the  churches  of  Judaea"  (tais  ekklēsiais  tēs  Ioudaias)—plural  indicates

numerous congregations beyond Jerusalem throughout Judean province.  "Which

were  in  Christ"  (tais  en  Christō,  ταῖς  ἐν  Χριστῷ)  distinguishes  Christian

assemblies  from  Jewish  synagogues.  En  Christō ("in  Christ")  became  Paul's

characteristic phrase for union with Christ—believers'  fundamental identity and

reality.

Paul's point devastates the Judaizers' claims. If Judean churches didn't know him

personally,  how could they have trained him theologically?  How could he have

learned false doctrine from them? His  anonymity proves his  gospel  came from

Christ directly. Yet these same churches later heard reports of his ministry (verse

23)  and  glorified  God—showing  his  teaching  aligned  with  theirs  despite

independent origin.

1



Historical Context

Acts 8:1, 11:19-21 describe believers scattering from Jerusalem throughout Judea,

Samaria,  Phoenicia,  Cyprus,  and  Antioch  after  Stephen's  martyrdom—creating

numerous  house  churches.  Paul  had  persecuted  Jerusalem  church  but  hadn't

pursued  believers  into  Judean  countryside  before  his  conversion.  His  post-

conversion visit  was brief (15 days) and confined to Jerusalem. His subsequent

ministry in Syria-Cilicia kept him geographically distant. These Judean churches

preserved Jesus's teachings through eyewitnesses—their doctrinal alignment with

Paul's  independently  received  gospel  demonstrates  the  Holy  Spirit's  consistent

work producing unified truth despite diverse origins.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

What demonstrates that the Holy Spirit consistently guides believers to

unified truth despite geographical separation?

What does being "in Christ" mean practically as your fundamental identity

and reality?

Can Christians maintain global unity around core gospel truths while

respecting regional and cultural diversity in nonessentials?

Interlinear Text

ἤμην
was
G2252

δὲ
And
G1161

ἀγνοούμενος
unknown

G50

ταῖς
which
G3588

προσώπῳ
by face
G4383

ταῖς
which
G3588

ἐκκλησίαις
unto the churches

G1577

ταῖς
which
G3588

Ἰουδαίας
of Judaea

G2449

ταῖς
which
G3588

ἐν
were in
G1722

Χριστῷ
Christ
G5547
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Additional Cross-References

1 Thessalonians 2:14 (References Christ): For ye, brethren, became followers of

the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered

like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:

Romans 16:7 (References Christ): Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and

my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ

before me.
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