Galatians 1:17

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles
before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto

Damascus.

Analysis

Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but
I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. Paul continues
proving his gospel's independence. "Neither went I up to Jerusalem" (oude
anelthon eis Hierosolyma, ovde avijABov eig Tepoodrvpa) explicitly denies the
expected journey. New converts typically sought instruction from established
leaders; new rabbis submitted to ordination. Paul deliberately avoided this,
demonstrating his authority derived from Christ directly, not from the Twelve.

"To them which were apostles before me" (pros tous pro emou apostolous, mpog
TOLG PO £nod amootdAovg) acknowledges the chronological priority of the Twelve
without conceding their authority over him. They were apostles "before" him
temporally but not hierarchically. "But I went into Arabia" (alla apelthon eis
Arabian, aAAa amfjAbov eig Apapfiav)—Paul's three years in Arabia (verse 18
implies this duration) remains mysterious. Arabia likely refers to Nabatean
kingdom east/south of Damascus, not distant Arabian peninsula.

"And returned again unto Damascus" (kai palin hypestrepsa eis Damaskon, kal
Gl vméotpeya e€i¢ Aapaokdév)—he came back to where he was converted,
continuing ministry there (Acts 9:19-25). This three-year period probably involved
solitary reflection, divine instruction, and limited ministry. Like Moses at Sinai and
Elijah at Horeb, Paul withdrew for divine encounter and preparation. He needed

no human seminary—Christ personally discipled him.



Historical Context

The Arabian sojourn isn't mentioned in Acts but fits chronologically between Acts
9:22 and 9:23. Arabia was Nabatean kingdom ruled by Aretas IV (2 Corinthians
11:32), with capital at Petra. This wasn't desert wilderness retreat but populated
region. Some scholars suggest Paul engaged in missionary activity that provoked
Aretas's hostility. Others see contemplative withdrawal for theological formation.
Paul's transformation from persecutor to preacher required processing:
reconciling his Pharisaic training with Christ's revelation, understanding Jesus as
fulfillment of Torah and prophets, developing theological framework for Gentile
inclusion without circumcision. These three years parallel Jesus's public ministry
duration—both prepared by divine encounter for world-changing mission.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith

James 2:17 — Faith and works

Study Questions

1. What role do seasons of withdrawal, reflection, and divine encounter play in
spiritual formation and ministry preparation?

2. Can you balance learning from mature believers with cultivating direct
dependence on Christ through Scripture and prayer?

3. When has God used unexpected delays or detours in your life for purposes
you only understood later?



Interlinear Text

o0be avfiAbov eig¢ Tegpoodrvpa MPOC TOLG PO  EPOD

Neither went I up into Jerusalem to 63588 before me
63761 G424 61519 62414 64314 64253 61700
AIIO0TOAOLC aAA' amfABov eic Apafioav kol mTAAW
them which were apostles but I went into Arabia and again
G652 6235 G565 61519 G688 62532 63825

VIIEOTPEYA £€1¢ AXPaOKOD

returned into Damascus
65290 61519 61154
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