Ezekiel 7:14

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but
none goeth to the battle: for my wrath is upon all the

multitude thereof.

Analysis

They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goeth to
the battle: for my wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. The trumpet blast
traditionally summoned Israel to war, but now it sounds futilely. This verse depicts
the paralysis and futility that accompanies divine judgment when God removes His
protective hand.

They have blown the trumpet refers to the shofar call to arms, the standard
military mobilization signal (Numbers 10:9, Jeremiah 4:5). Even to make all ready
indicates full military preparation—weapons, supplies, formations. Yet none goeth
to the battle reveals complete demoralization. This is not physical inability but
spiritual and psychological collapse under divine judgment.

For my wrath is upon all the multitude provides the theological explanation. God
active judgment produces the paralysis. This echoes Leviticus 26:36-37 curse
warnings: those who flee when none pursue, stumbling over one another. When
God fights against His people, no human effort can prevail.

From a Reformed perspective, this demonstrates the doctrine of divine sovereignty
in warfare. Without God blessing, military strength means nothing (Psalm
33:16-17). The passage also warns against presuming upon past covenant
protections while living in present rebellion. God presence can shift from blessing
to wrath when His people persist in unfaithfulness.



Historical Context

In 589 BC, Judah attempted to rebel against Babylon with Egyptian support. King
Zedekiah, despite Jeremiah warnings, joined an anti-Babylonian coalition hoping
Egypt would provide military backup. This verse was delivered in that context of
false military confidence.

Ancient Near Eastern warfare depended heavily on morale and perceived divine
favor. Armies regularly consulted oracles before battle, believing victory required
deity approval. When soldiers believed their god had abandoned them, collapse
often followed despite numerical superiority.

The trumpet blast would resonate deeply with Ezekiel audience, recalling Israel
covenant identity. The shofar had sounded at Sinai, at Jericho, throughout the
conquest. It symbolized God fighting for Israel. Now that same trumpet sounds but
God has become their enemy, making mobilization futile.

Archaeological evidence from this period shows Judean fortifications and military
preparations, confirming they did attempt organized defense. Yet Babylon
conquered Jerusalem relatively quickly in 586 BC, suggesting the demoralization
Ezekiel predicted actually occurred.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love
John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Study Questions

1. What does this passage teach about the relationship between spiritual
faithfulness and military strength?



2. How does God sovereignty in warfare challenge modern assumptions about
national defense?

3. What warnings does this give about false confidence in human preparations
apart from divine blessing?

4. How should believers respond when they recognize God discipline rather
than His protection?

5. In what ways does this passage point to Christ as our ultimate defender and
deliverer?
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Additional Cross-References
Jeremiah 4:5 (Parallel theme): Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and

say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble
yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities.

From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org



	Ezekiel 7:14
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


