
Ezekiel 47:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then said he unto me, These waters issue out toward the east

country, and go down into the desert, and go into the sea:

which being brought forth into the sea, the waters shall be

healed. 

Analysis

The  waters'  destination—'the  east  country...  the  desert...  the  sea'—traces  life

flowing to dead places. The 'sea' likely refers to the Dead Sea, saltiest body of

water on earth where virtually  nothing lives.  The promise 'the waters shall  be

healed' (Hebrew ָרפָא, rapha) means restoration to wholeness, health, vitality. What

was  cursed  becomes  blessed;  death  becomes  life.  This  pictures  the  gospel's

transformative power: 'if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation' (2 Corinthians

5:17). The desert's healing recalls Isaiah 35:1-7—wilderness becoming pools, dry

land  springs.  Reformed  theology  sees  this  as  Spirit-empowered  mission:  the

church carries  life-giving water  (gospel)  to  spiritually  dead (unregenerate)  and

barren (backslidden) places. The eastward flow from God's presence symbolizes

gospel advance from Jerusalem 'unto the uttermost part of the earth' (Acts 1:8).

Historical Context

The Dead Sea (anciently called Salt Sea, Genesis 14:3) lies approximately 1,400

feet below sea level at earth's lowest point. Its 34% salinity (versus ocean's 3%)

prevents  aquatic  life.  The  region  represents  curse—Sodom  and  Gomorrah's

judgment  (Genesis  19:24-28).  Ezekiel's  vision  of  this  sea  healing  would  have

seemed miraculous,  impossible—precisely  the  point.  What  human effort  cannot

accomplish, God's presence achieves effortlessly. The eastern desert (Arabah) was
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barren wasteland, yet the river transforms it. This geographical specificity grounds

the vision in Israel's actual landscape while pointing beyond literal fulfillment to

spiritual realities. Modern attempts to increase Dead Sea salinity through minerals

from Jordan River don't  fulfill  this prophecy—the ultimate fulfillment is Christ's

life-giving gospel  transforming spiritually  dead souls  and,  eschatologically,  new

creation where 'there shall be no more curse' (Revelation 22:3).

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

What 'Dead Sea' areas of your life—seemingly beyond hope—need the healing

waters of God's Spirit?

How does the gospel's power to transform spiritually dead souls ('healing the

sea') motivate evangelistic passion?

What deserts in your community need the church to channel God's life-giving

presence and message?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

אמֶר ֹּ ויַ
Then said

H559

י אֵלַ
H413

יִם׃ הַמָּֽ
he unto me These waters

H4325

להֶּ הָאֵ
H428

ים וצּאִָ הַמּֽ
issue out

H3318

אֶל
H413

הַגלְּיִלהָ
country

H1552

ה ָ הַקַּדְמוֹנ
toward the east

H6930

ּ ו ויְרָדְ
and go down

H3381

עַל
H5921

ה הָֽעֲרבָָ
into the desert

H6160

ּ או ובָּ
and go

H935

מָּה ָּ הַי
into the sea

H3220

אֶל
H413

מָּה ָּ הַי
into the sea

H3220

ים וצּאִָ הַמּֽ
issue out

H3318

ּ או ונְרִפְּ
shall be healed

H7495

יִם׃ הַמָּֽ
he unto me These waters

H4325

Additional Cross-References

Joshua 3:16 (Parallel theme): That the waters which came down from above stood

and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and

those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and

were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.

Deuteronomy 3:17 (Parallel theme):  The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast

thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under

Ashdoth-pisgah eastward.

Deuteronomy  4:49 (Parallel  theme):  And  all  the  plain  on  this  side  Jordan

eastward, even unto the sea of the plain, under the springs of Pisgah.

Isaiah 43:20 (Parallel theme): The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons

and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to

give drink to my people, my chosen.
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Isaiah 35:7 (Parallel theme):  And the parched ground shall become a pool, and

the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall

be grass with reeds and rushes.

Isaiah 35:1 (Parallel theme):  The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad

for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

Jeremiah  31:9 (Parallel  theme):  They  shall  come  with  weeping,  and  with

supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a

straight  way,  wherein  they  shall  not  stumble:  for  I  am a  father  to  Israel,  and

Ephraim is my firstborn.

Malachi 1:11 (Parallel theme): For from the rising of the sun even unto the going

down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place

incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be

great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.
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