
Ezekiel 40:37
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the posts thereof were toward the utter court; and palm

trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on that

side: and the going up to it had eight steps. 

Analysis

The measurement continues—'the posts thereof were toward the utter court; and

palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on that side'—detailing

gate decoration. The palm trees carved on posts recall Eden imagery (Genesis 2:9)

and symbolize righteousness (Psalm 92:12), victory (John 12:13, Revelation 7:9),

and paradise restored. The bilateral placement ('on this side, and on that side')

indicates comprehensive blessing—not selective but universal for all who properly

approach. The posts' orientation 'toward the utter court' made decorations visible

to entering worshipers, providing visual theology teaching through architecture.

Reformed  theology  emphasizes  that  creation  (including  art  and  architecture)

should glorify God and instruct believers. Beauty serves truth; aesthetics support

theology.

Historical Context

Solomon's  temple  extensively  featured  palm  tree  carvings  with  cherubim  and

flowers (1 Kings 6:29, 32, 35), creating Eden atmosphere. Ancient Near Eastern

temples used botanical motifs but often combined them with idolatrous images.

Israel's  decorations  avoided  graven  images  while  employing  nature  symbols

pointing to God's creative beauty. The palm tree's significance in Jewish culture

(Feast  of  Tabernacles  featured  palm  branches,  Leviticus  23:40)  made  it

appropriate temple decoration. The visual catechism taught theology to illiterate

worshipers—they  saw  paradise  imagery  and  understood  restoration  promises.
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Similarly, church architecture traditionally employed symbolic elements (cruciform

floor plans, stained glass biblical narratives) for pedagogical purposes.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

What visual elements in your worship space teach theology versus merely

decorating?

How does the bilateral palm placement (comprehensive blessing) challenge

scarcity mentality about God's grace?

Do you see worship spaces as merely functional or as opportunities for visual

theology instruction?

Interlinear Text

ו אֵילָ
And the posts

H352

לחֶָֽצרֵ
court
H2691

ה ָ יצוֹנ הַחִ
thereof were toward the utter

H2435

ים ותְמִֹרִ
and palm trees

H8561

אֶל
H413

ו אֵילָ
And the posts

H352

וֹ מִפּ
H6311

וֹ ומִּפּ
H6311

ה ֶ ושְּׁמֹנ
to it had eight

H8083

וֹת מַעֲל
steps
H4609

מַעֲלוָֽ׃
thereof on this side and on that side and the going up

H4608

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 40:34 (Parallel theme): And the arches thereof were toward the outward

court; and palm trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on that side:

and the going up to it had eight steps.
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