
Ezekiel 40:17
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then brought he me into the outward court, and, lo, there

were chambers, and a pavement made for the court round

about: thirty chambers were upon the pavement. 

Analysis

The 'outward court' (Hebrew ָחָצרֵ הַחִיצוֹנה, chatser hachitsonah) represents the first

major division—more accessible than inner courts but still consecrated. The thirty

chambers  provided  facilities  for  worshipers,  storage,  and  possibly  lodging  for

pilgrims. This architectural provision demonstrates God's hospitality—He makes

room for His people in His presence. The pavement (Hebrew ָה ritsphah) of ,רצִפְ�

stone  created  clean,  firm footing  for  worship,  contrasting  with  muddy,  earthly

grounds.  Psalm  96:6  declares  'strength  and  beauty  are  in  his  sanctuary'—the

pavement  reflects  this  ordered  beauty.  The  number  thirty  may  suggest

completeness  in  provision  (cf.  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  thirty-fold  return  in  the

parable).  Reformed  theology  sees  the  outer  court  as  representing  the  visible

church—gathered for worship, distinct from the world, yet with varying degrees of

access based on covenantal relationship and spiritual maturity.

Historical Context

Solomon's temple similarly had courts separating degrees of holiness: outer court

for all Israel, inner court for priests, and the sanctuary itself (1 Kings 6-8). Herod's

later expansion created the Court of the Gentiles, Court of Women, Court of Israel,

and Court  of  Priests—progressive  restriction by  gender  and ethnicity.  Ezekiel's

vision,  however,  emphasizes  equal  access  within  prescribed  boundaries.  The

chambers  served  practical  purposes:  storing  vessels,  preparing  offerings,  and

providing assembly spaces. Archaeological excavations of Iron Age temples show
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similar arrangements with chambers surrounding central  courtyards.  The stone

pavement prevented ritual impurity from contact with earth during worship. For

the exiles, accustomed to worshiping by Babylon's rivers (Psalm 137), this vision of

structured, beautiful worship spaces rekindled hope for restored temple service.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Study Questions

How do church facilities reflect God's character—beauty, order, hospitality—

or merely pragmatic functionality?

What does the progression from outer court to inner sanctum teach about

spiritual growth and deeper intimacy with God?

How do you 'pave' your life with spiritual disciplines that provide firm footing

for walking with God?

Interlinear Text

ניִ ויַבְיִאֵ
Then brought

H935

אֶל
H413

ר לחֶָצֵ
court
H2691

ה ָ יצוֹנ הַחִ
he me into the outward

H2435

ה ֵ� והְִנ
H2009

וֹת לשְָׁכ
and lo there were chambers

H3957

הָרצִֽפְהָֽ׃
and a pavement

H7531

�י ו עָשׂ
made
H6213

ר לחֶָצֵ
court
H2691

יב סָבִ
round about

H5439

יב סָבִ
round about

H5439

ים שְׁלֹשִׁ
thirty
H7970

וֹת לשְָׁכ
and lo there were chambers

H3957

אֶל
H413

הָרצִֽפְהָֽ׃
and a pavement

H7531

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Revelation 11:2 (Parallel theme): But the court which is without the temple leave

out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall

they tread under foot forty and two months.

Ezekiel 42:1 (Parallel theme): Then he brought me forth into the utter court, the

way toward the north: and he brought me into the chamber that was over against

the separate place, and which was before the building toward the north.

1 Chronicles 9:26 (Parallel theme): For these Levites, the four chief porters, were

in their set office, and were over the chambers and treasuries of the house of God.

1 Chronicles 23:28 (Parallel theme): Because their office was to wait on the sons

of  Aaron  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  LORD,  in  the  courts,  and  in  the

chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, and the work of the service of the

house of God;

Ezekiel 46:21 (Parallel theme): Then he brought me forth into the utter court, and

caused me to pass by the four corners of the court; and, behold, in every corner of

the court there was a court.

Ezekiel 45:5 (Parallel theme): And the five and twenty thousand of length, and the

ten thousand of breadth, shall also the Levites, the ministers of the house, have for

themselves, for a possession for twenty chambers.

Ezekiel 10:5 (Parallel theme): And the sound of the cherubims' wings was heard

even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.

2  Chronicles  31:11 (Parallel  theme):  Then  Hezekiah  commanded  to  prepare

chambers in the house of the LORD; and they prepared them,

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

3


	Ezekiel 40:17
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


